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FORWARD

The latest update of the popular pdf
toolbox extends functionalities to
make it more comprehensive and robust
pre-press tool.

Marketplace

From Written Off
to Protability

Kodak announces its return to protability
driven by improvements in income from
continuing operations.

Learning Curve

Production Printing

is Changing

Changing demographics and greater volumes
of information is forcing production
printers to outsource.
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THE THE
BEST*
LEGACY JUST GOT
CONTINUES BETTER

Presenting The Innovative imagePRESS C10000VP
The innovative imagePRESS C10000VP takes digital color printing to the next level. It uses various proven and upgraded
Color Control technologies like Auto Gradation Adjustment, Auto Correct Color Tone,Shading Correction and Multiple Density
Adjustment Technology. This Powerful Print Engine driven by Hyper RIP Print Servers reliably delivers print speeds of up to
100 PPM and consistency at 350 GSM without compromising on Quality and offers an excellent return on investment for
busy Graphic Art environment.

Salient Features
100 PPM
Digital Color
Printing

2400 X 2400 DPI
Print Quality with
256 grey Levels

Gloss Optimized
Offset like Print
Smoothness

Media Handling
Upto 350 GSM

*Canon imagePRESS C70XXVP was voted as Winner of “Popular ColorCut Sheet Digital Press” in Print WeekIndia June 2013 Online Polls

Enhanced Texture
Media Printing

To Register For

Demo SMS "CANPP" to 575758

7th & 8th Floor, Tower-B, Building # 5, DLF Epitome, DLF Phase III, Gurgaon - 122002 Ph.: 0124-4160000 Fax: 0124-4160011
www.canon.co.in/ppp, Call: 1800 180 3366 (Toll Free) or 39010101 ( prefix your city code while calling)

210X290 mm

Supports Paper
Length Upto
762 MM
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So it is upon us now – the BMPA’s 46th annual general meeting (AGM)
and High Point 2017 is coming up on September 15, 2017 at The Club,
Andheri. Please register your participation with events@bmpa.org to
avoid any last minute surprises and pain. Century Pulp and Paper who
are partnering the BMPA over High Point 17, will bring you a big dose
of gyaan and muzzaa. We will discuss the ‘Good and Simple Tax’ with
Advocate Shailesh Sheth who has over thirty years of experience of
Consulting, Advisory and Litigation practice in the field of Indirect Tax
Laws, including the Central Excise, Service Tax, Customs, State VAT Laws,
Central Service Tax, and the Goods and Services Tax. At High Point we
will also laugh to the wit and parody by some of the popular artists
from the comedy circuit. As always, we promise you great ROTI, Return
on Your Time Invested! There will be ample networking opportunity
over good food and drink.
It will soon be time for our favourite Ganesh festival. He is worshipped
as the Vignaharta and we are pretty sure that the incidence and
interpretation of GST post the festival would be clear and simple. The
industry is all paranoid over how our produce has changed from goods
to services.
In the coming month and before our next edition, the AIFMP would
have appointed its new President and team of Office Bearers. We,
BMPA and MMS, laud the collaborations and contributions made by
the outgoing team under Prof. Kamal Chopra and Anand Limaye. In
particular, we also applaud the efforts by the Taxation sub-committee
chaired by Uday Dhote, who work tirelessly in getting us much needed
equanimity under GST. More power to the AIFMP and the fine people
who make it tick.

Best Wishes,

Copy Editor - Prashant Shah
Consultant - Shripad Kulkarni (Ascharya Creative Communications)

Design: Dhote Offset Technokrafts Pvt. Ltd.
Tel.: +91 22 42389898 email: info@dhoteoffset.net
Cover: Printed on 210 gsm Matt Art Card
Inside pages: Printed on 100 gsm Matt Art Paper

Mehul A. Desai

Tushar Dhote

All rights reserved. For internal circulation only.
Views expressed by the contributors are their personal and not necessarily
that of The Bombay Master Printers’ Association and Mumbai Mudrak Sangh.
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On August 7, Share to Benefit members had the opportunity
to interact with Guy Gecht, CEO of EFI. Mr Gecht spoke
spontaneously, without the usual on-screen presentations in
the two-part, three-hour, truly interactive session.

AIFMP, right from the beginning of the discussion about the
Goods and Services Tax, has welcomed the new tax regime.
Now it is focused on uniform, nation-wide implementation of
the tax for the print-industry.

NPES and VDMA collaborate
NPES and VDMA Printing and Paper Technology Association
signed joint agreement, outlining the framework for
cooperation in the areas of industry maket data and
international conferences in 2017-18.

AIFMP: securing talent of the print
industry

TARIFF CARD

A day ahead of the 71st Independence Day of India, AIFMP
President Kamal Chopra announces scholarships for
girl students and meritorious students belonging to the
economically weaker sections of the society.
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A peppier machine

Centre spread :

22000

11.7" x 16.5"

Two French designers, Marion Pinaffo and Raphaël Pluvinage,
have brought together paper and electronics to create fun and
fully functional, yet very simple pieces of everyday technology.
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Print isn’t merely for paper any more
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The two Smithers Pira reports underline the changing trends
in print manufacturing – innovative new printing applications
that are well integrated into manufacturing and growth in the
speciality paper market.
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Combat common pressroom problems
Print Bulletin brings you a series of knowledge-filled, quickreference articles by K. Panthala Selvan, an UGRA certified
expert and standardisation consultant from the Chennai-based
Pressman Academy for Print Education and Resources.

:

Advertisement add 3 mm for Bleed.

A unique discount is available on annual contracts.
To know more, write to us at admin@bmpa.org OR
ex.sec@mumbaimudraksangh.org.
Payments to be issued vide cheque favouring:
Mumbai Mudrak Sangh.
All artworks to be supplied in hi-res PDF or convert to curves CDR format

SEND US YOUR FEEDBACK
Has something you’ve read in PRINT BULLETIN intrigued or
excited you? Write in and share it with us. We would love to
hear from you, we shall publish a selection of your responses
in the forthcoming issues.
Email us at: ex.sec@mumbaimudraksangh.org
We welcome your emails, while reserving the right to edit
them for length and clarity. By sending us your letters you
permit us to publish it in the magazine. We regret that we
cannot always reply personally to your emails.
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Journey of EFI is the journey
of modern printing

PRINTBULLETIN

ASSOCIATION NEWS

On August 7, Share to Benefit members had the opportunity to interact with Guy Gecht, CEO of EFI. Mr Gecht spoke
spontaneously, without the usual on-screen presentations in the two-part, three-hour, truly interactive session.
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Electronics for Imaging (EFI) Guy
Gecht started his session with two promises: no corporate-style
on-screen presentations and the right of
the audience to interact with him during
and after the session through inputs,
questions, observations, etc.

The story of EFI
Mr Gecht began his presentation with a
very proud statement: If you closely look
at the journey of EFI, is also the journey
of printing technology in the modern
times. It is true to a great extent because
what started as an ambition to integrate
different imaging technology devices to
have a more seamless and true-to-life
printing experience, slowly and gradually,
culminated into a global and industrychanging solution. EFI’s early days
were tough in finding the right tools for
computers, displays, cameras and scanners,
and printers to talk to each other to
produce a print that is true-to-life. What on
shoots on the cameras is what one sees on
the computer screens and all the editing done on the computers
is printed via a printer was a difficult process to seamlessly
achieve in those days. EFI’s solutions – the print controllers for
original equipment manufacturers such as Canon, HP, and Xerox
knonw as Fiery – revolutionised the way printers, especially the
copiers and printers, in an office environment interfaced with the
computing devices to deliver quick and quality prints.

Mr Gecht’s sharing of his personal observations and experience of the many Silicon
Valley technology companies, besides his leadership experience at EFI, offered
the Share to Benefit (StB) members a great learning opportunity

devices that were extremely easy to use and install.

The printing still had a great momentum in the segment, things
were shifting really quickly. People preferred to read emails and
As the technology evolved, the OEMs up their ante. Intel began
attachments on their smart, compact, handheld devices, such as
to offer solutions that would integrate copiers and printers.
Blackberry smartphones back then. This change
With the advent of Linux and internet of things
was a threat to the EFI’s Fiery solution in the
(IOT), the game changed rapidly as the OEMs had
segment as gradually, the print would decline in
a platform to embed solutions in their products,
the segment.
which made Fiery, the EFI’s solution, unnecessary
I love programming. It is not
for the segment. EFI had over 7,00,000 print
just science; it is an art. You Finding opportunities for growth
controllers installed worldwide.
need to have creativity and Mr Gecht, as a newly appointed CEO in 200,
vision
to bring it all together.
The higher speeds or the better print quality did
acquired Print short listed four ideas for EFI’s
not matter in an office environment as much as
growth in the future. He roped in two experts
the convenience of the more compact, integrated,
from different business sectors to study the ideas and present
and OEM-packaged machines such as the modern multi-function
their findings to the board. That’s when EFI decided to focus
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As your industry changes, make the
right decision to find the window of
opportunity to ensure you are part of
the action.
on commercial printing segment, especially the digital printing.
Fiery, with its rich development experience earlier, could offer
much better software solution, better workflow management
and more. EFI, under the leadership of Mr Gecht, envisioned the
next growth path to make the company a billion dollar company
in 2004-05.

The ‘EFI Guy’
Guy Gecht, the CEO of EFI, the world leader in customerfocused digital printing innovation, is focused on leading EFI
to achieve greater growth in revenue and profitability. His
key initiatives include increasing EFI’s market penetration,
diversifying the company’s product offerings, and
introducing new services that will drive demand for digital
printing worldwide. According to a PrintWeek India report
in 2014, the company achieved 15% year-on-year growth in
India.
Since joining the company in 1995, Guy has risen through
the ranks at EFI, serving in a variety of management and
engineering roles. Prior to being named EFI’s CEO in January
2000, he served as President of the company. In this
role, he spearheaded the launch of EFI’s first suite of print
workflow software, which leverages EFI’s industry-leading
color printing technology, while providing EFI with new and
expanded markets. Since becoming CEO, he has also guided
EFI through many acquisitions, including the acquisition of
VUTEk, the world leader in super-wide digital inkjet printing.

Source: EFI global website and PrintWeek India

Many years down the line, the document
printing will vanish. A few generations down the
line, probably product label printing will vanish
too. But remember, the market is shrinking at
2% a year; it is a slow deceleration for print.

Another focus-area for growth was the growing digital media
market: text messaging, emails, multimedia and more. While
the printing may shrink, the growing digital market and data
management offered great growth potential to EFI; primarily a
technology company.
Mr Gecht focused on acquisitions to add to the talent and
expertise of EFI to be able to expand: into new business
segments and into global markets. That’s when China and India
became the focus markets for EFI; these markets offered great
growth and business potential with their robust print-industry,
growing economies, and large young population. These
acquisitions also helped EFI in integrating data with printing
through data processing, better data management, and more
traditional know-how of Fiery’s colour management abilities.
Within digital printing space, inkjet technology promised
long-term, future-ready growth potential. It could print on a
wide range of substrates, from paper to paper-boards, plastic
to fabric, and much more. A wider substrate printability offers
inkjet a unique advantage of flexibility and future readiness.
That’s the space EFI wanted to play a strong roll. Signage
became the first target segment.
In combination of all these factors, especially the digital form,
EFI envisioned its next growth curve.
Mr Gecht’s sharing of his personal observations and experience
of the many Silicon Valley technology companies, besides
his leadership experience at EFI, offered the Share to Benefit
(StB) members a great learning opportunity. His passionate
involvement in the business and innovative strategies to
find future-proof opportunities for growth inspired many StB
members. And most of all, Mr Gecht was open and candid in his
interaction, which will have a lasting impact on the members.
To know more about EFI and Mr Gecht, please visit the company
website by following the link: http://www.efi.com/en-gb/aboutefi/
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AUTOMATED WORKFLOWS THAT
POWER CORRUGATED PROFITS.

EFITM Corrugated Packaging Suite

EFI Nozomi C18000

The EFI Corrugated Packaging Suite fuels the fundamental processes for
your corrugator business. Optimised for both sheet plants and full box
plants, EFI offers the first end-to-end, single-source digital workflow solution
featuring cost estimating, product configuration, data analysis and order
management. Maximise profits.

Automate success at efi.com

LET US BE THE FUEL

Nothing herein should be construed as a warranty in addition to the express warranty statement provided with EFI products and services. EFI, FabriVU, Fiery, the Fiery logo, and VUTEk are trademarks of Electronics For
Imaging, Inc. and/or its wholly owned subsidiaries in the U.S. and/or certain other countries. ©2017 Electronics For Imaging, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Negotiating a uniform implementation of GST
AIFMP, right from the beginning of the discussion about the Goods and Services Tax, has welcomed the new tax
regime. Now it is focused on uniform, nation-wide implementation of the tax for the print-industry.
In the Goods and Services Tax regime, definition of ‘services’
is the key to taxation slabs; especially from point of view of
the print-industry. CA Uday Dhote discussed in detail the how
and the why of the two types of the print contracts – with and
without the supply of paper – be considered differently, and
thus, be falling under the ambit of goods and services (please
read the July 2017 issue of Print Bulletin for the complete report).
In his presentation, in fact, he detailed the All India Federation of
Master Printers’ (AIFMP) position of differentiating between the
goods and services offered by the industry. A recent statement
issued by AIFMP after the recent GST Council meeting held on
August 5, is given below to explain and further reiterate the
summary of discussion AIFMP had at the GST Council meeting.

Print-industry’s dilemma solved
Basis the relevant notifications, clarifications and discussions, the
GST applicability for printed products is as below:
1. When the printing units are using content given by the
customer, according to the department, they are prima
facie engaged in producing customized printed materials
and would be treated under the ‘Supply of services’ and
be subjected to GST rates as per Serial No. 26 and 27 of
Notification 11 – Central Tax (Rates) dated 28.06.2017 as
under:1. Where physical inputs (paper/ paper board) are supplied
by the customer [SAC 9988];
1. At 5% when job work is in relation to printing of
newspapers, books, journals or periodicals
2. At 18% when job work is in relation to printing of
products other than (a) above
2. Where printer uses his own physical inputs (paper/
paper board) [SAC 9989]
1. At 12% when it is printing of newspapers, books,
journals or periodicals
2. At 18% when it is printing of any products other
than (a) above
2. It is only when the content and physical inputs are both
belonging to the printer, it will be ‘supply of goods’
subjected to GST as per HSN Codes & rates given in
Notification 1 – Central Tax (Rates) dated 28.06.2017.
AIFMP also cautioned that the above statement was only
clarificatory in nature and given to our printer members for
sharing the status quo regarding applicability of GST rates with
their customers. The print buyers are requested to cooperate

8 | AUGUST 2017

with our members for clearing the printed materials at the said
prevalent GST rates.
“The Federation had once again submitted a representation to
the concerned officials praying that printing contracts wherein
only content is supplied by the customer and the printer uses his
own inputs, should be treated as ‘supply of goods’.” AIFMP’s
letter to its members, signed by the President Kamal Chopra,
adds, “The matter was not acted upon in the GST Council
meeting on August 5. Since our representation comes under
reclassification, entirely different procedure will have to be
followed, and this may take some time. Our fight will go on to
be recognised as ‘supplier of goods’.”

Better rate-slabs for print-industry
In the meeting held on August 5, 2017, the GST Council reduced
the GST rate from 18% to 12% on ‘services by way of printing
of newspapers, books (including Braille books), journals and
periodicals, where only content is supplied by the publisher and
the physical inputs, including paper used for printing, belong to
the printer’.
For Print Bulletin readers, following is the summary of decisions
taken on Services at the GST Council meeting held on August 5,
2017.
Sr. Description of service

From (%)

To (%)

1 Job work services in respect of the textiles 18 or 5
and textile products (including MMF yarn,
garments, made-ups, etc., falling under
Chapters 50 to 63)

5

2 Services by way of printing of newspapers, 18 with full ITC
books (including Braille books), journals
and periodicals where only content is
supplied by the publisher and the physical
inputs including paper used for printing
belongs to the printer

12 with
full ITC

3 Services by way of printing of newspapers, 18 with full ITC
books (including Braille books),
journals and periodicals using physical
inputs owned by others (including an
unregistered publisher/supplier)

12 with
full ITC

4 Works contract services provided
to Government, local authority or
governmental authority and in respect
of post-harvest storage infrastructure for
agricultural produce, mechanised food
grain handling system

12 with
full ITC

18 with full ITC

5 Margin/commission payable to Fair Price
18 with full ITC
Shop Dealers by Central/State governments

Nil

6 Admission to planetarium

18 with
full ITC

28 with full ITC

PRINTBULLETIN
Arun Jaitley, Minister of Finance, Defence and
Corporate Affairs, Government of India, Twited
the photograph of the 20th GST Council meeting
chaired by him. Image:@arunjaitley via Twitter

Sr. Description of service

From (%)

7 Rent-a-cab service

Allowed option of
12% GST with full
ITC. 5% GST with
no ITC will also
continue

8 Goods transport agency (GTA) services

Allowed option of
12% GST with full
ITC under forward
charge. 5% GST
with no ITC will also
continue. (However,
the GTA has to give
an option at the
beginning of the
year

9 In case of small house-keeping service
providers (plumbers/carpenters) providing
services through Electronic Commerce
Operators (ECO), liability to pay GST placed
on ECO
10 Partnership firm or a firm includes LLP
(Limited liability Partnership) for the
purposes of levy (including exemption
therefrom) of GST on legal services
11 To clarify that legal services (including
representational services) provided by an
individual advocate or a senior advocate
or a firm of advocates (including LLP)
provided to a business entity in taxable
territory are covered under reverse charge
mechanism
12 Goods required by FIFA and Services
provided by and to FIFA and its
subsidiaries in connection with FIFA U-17
World Cup to be hosted in India in 2017
shall be exempted from GST
13 New crop insurance schemes Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY)
introduced from Kharif 2016-17 in
place of National Agricultural Insurance
Scheme (NAIS) and Modified National
Agricultural Insurance Scheme (MNAIS),
and Restructured Weather Based Crop
Insurance Scheme (RWCIS) introduced in
place of Weather Based Crop Insurance
Schemes , shall be extended exemption
from GST

To (%)

GSTN Webinar on GST Tax Payment Process
GSTIN hosted a webinar on 26/7/17 on Tax Payment Process.
The main points of the webinar are:
• Only 25 banks have been authorised to collect GST.
• HDFC, ICICI and Axis Banks are not eligible to collect GST.
• Registered persons having their accounts with these banks can
pay only through NEFT/RTGS only.
• All tax challans are to be created only after logging into your GST
account.
• CPIN will be generated for each such challan created.
• Such challan can be used to pay later but only within 15 days.
• Such challans having CPIN are also required even if you wish to
pay through e-payment or debit/credit card.
• After payment of the challan, either at bank or e-payment mode,
a CIN number will be generated.
• If payment is made through NEFT/RTGS, then you have to log in
to your account and enter your UTR number in your profile.
• Three days after the generation of CIN or entering your UTR,
your tax payment will be reflected in your e-cash ledger.
• Only after the payment is reflected in your e-cash ledger, you can
adjust/pay your output liability.
• This concept of three days is different from what is in IT, etc.
So, the major conclusions from the webinar are:
1. You must pay your taxes well 3-days before you file your GSTR-3.
Only then you will be able to file your GSTR-3.
2. In other words, if last date of filing GSTR-3 is 20th, then last date
of payment will be the 17th of the month.
3. So please be sure to pay off your tax liability by 15-17th of each
month.

Disclaimer: Information contained herein is of a general nature and is not intended
to address the circumstances of any particular individual or entity. Although we
endeavour to provide accurate and timely information, there can be no guarantee
that such information is accurate as of the date it is received or that it will continue
to be accurate in the future. No one should act only on such information without
appropriate professional advice after a thorough examination.
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Intelligent quality control
QIPC’s Intelligent Bar Sensor, the first product after the INTRO International, will offer a 100% full inspection
system that will integrate well with existing systems and add intelligent features for enhanced quality control.
In a recent press release, Q.I. Press
Controls (QIPC) announced that it will
present IBS-100 (Intelligent Bar Sensor
with 100% full inspection), the first
product resulting from the acquisition
of the assets of INTRO International
by QIPC, at LabelExpo Europe 2017,
Brussels in September this year.
This unique, innovative system enables
100% full inspection and can be
combined with existing register and
density measurement and control
software from QIPC. With the new
system, image-based density control,
colour register control and perforation,
cut-off control or side-lay control of
the complete image can now be done
with 100% full inspection. To measure
the quality in digital printing, the IBS100 detects any missing jets from the
print image or register mark. For the convenience of operators,
via web-viewing, everything is fully visible during the printing
process. QIPC claims that the IBS-100 is the first of its kind
worldwide: never before has a supplier been able to combine so
many functionalities in a single bar sensor.

Packaging print and digital print market
With the asset acquisition of German-based INTRO International,
QIPC aims to intensify its efforts in the packaging and digital
printing market. The introduction of the IBS-100 represents a first
concrete step. “QIPC wants to act as a partner in the packaging
market and digital print,” explains Jaco Bleijenberg, International
Sales and Marketing director at QIPC. “We aim to do this by
listening carefully to the needs of clients so that we can help
meet their objectives. After all, what they want are ever more
efficient production processes in which the quality of the printed
matter takes centre stage.” To achieve this, INTRO International’s
measurement system, which gives 100% full inspection, must
be integrated in QIPC’s existing analysis and control software.
“Measuring and controlling the quality of printed matter are

The IBS-100

inseparably linked to the automation of the process. The IBS-100
is the first tangible result of the acquisition.”

Attention to detail
The hundred per cent full inspection, which the IBS-100 offers,
will be in an extremely high resolution; it will be possible to
detect every tiny error and ink spatter. In addition, the high
resolution also functions to recognise small text and barcodes;
paramount in the disciplinary environment that is the packaging
and digital printing industry. It is essential of course, to have
a top-quality control screen for a high-end measurement and
control system. At the push of the button, every printed page
can be displayed on the screen in its entirety, with the operator
being able to zoom in on those areas that require attention. Any
specific copy can now be inspected in detail with this webviewing option.
QIPC develops and delivers innovative, high quality optical
measure and control systems for the global newspaper,
magazine and packaging printing industry. These reliable
systems are proven in the market of existing and new printing
presses and offer our customers structural better results.
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NPES and VDMA collaborate
NPES and VDMA Printing and Paper Technology Association signed joint agreement, outlining the framework for
cooperation in the areas of industry maket data and international conferences in 2017-18.
NPES, The Association for Suppliers of Printing, Publishing and
Converting Technologies and the Printing and Paper Technology
Association within VDMA/PrintPromotion Gmbh (PP), recently
signed a joint agreement outlining a 2017-2018 framework for
cooperation between the organisations.
The collaborative efforts between the two organizations will
produce a variety of new initiatives and events that will include:
1. Quarterly market data reports
Following the end of each quarter, NPES and VDMA will
exchange index-based reports for all primary product
categories collected respectively, to include by VDMA/PP –
paper making technology, paper converting technology, and

trade publications in
conjunction with a
joint NPES and VDMA
conference call to share
the results.
3. Annual industry
symposium
Hosted alternately by VDMA Printing and Paper Technology
and NPES, this event will be designed to highlight and
examine emerging or growing trends in technologies and
applications, with the first symposium to be scheduled in
2018 in Germany/Europe.
4. International technical conferences
NPES and VDMA Printing and Paper
Technology will co-produce events titled “Print
Media Management Conferences,” which will serve
as international knowledge sharing forums on
technology, applications, and best practices, and
also provide dynamic networking opportunities for
industry buyers and sellers to connect. Members
from both organizations will be featured on the
conference programmes.
About NPES

NPES, ICC and BMPA hosted a business outlook conference in Mumbai in March 2016.

printing machinery; and, by NPES – imaging and prepress
equipment systems and software, bindery and finishing
equipment, total pressroom equipment, and graphic arts
supplies.
2. Annual state of the printing and paper industry report
At the end of each year, the organisations will produce a
joint ‘State of the Industry’ report developed from mutually
agreed upon information sources, such as their respective
market data programmes, government agencies, third-party
sources, and member surveys. While the full report will
be reserved exclusively for VDMA and NPES members, a
summary will be available to industry media outlets and

NPES is a United States trade association
representing more than 650 companies that
manufacture and distribute equipment, software
and supplies used across the workflow of printing,
publishing, and converting processes. NPES owns
and produces the global PRINT exhibition, and
GRAPH EXPO—the most comprehensive exhibition
in the Americas for the printing and digital imaging
industries. To know more about the Association, visit
www.npes.org.
About VDMA – Printing and Paper Technology Association
The VDMA Printing and Paper Technology Association is the
voice of the manufacturers of machinery and systems for
prepress, printing and post-print processes, paper production
and paper converting as well as components and devices.
At present, the association comprises 158 manufacturers
with total sales of approx. 9 billion Euro. Together with
Forschungsgesellschaft Druckmaschinen e.V. (FGD) – Research
Association for Printing Machines – and PrintPromotion GmbH,
the Association offers its members services with regard to, e.g.,
trade fairs, public relations, technology and research. To know
more about the Association, visit dup.vdma.org.



12 | AUGUST 2017

PRINTBULLETIN
AUGUST 2017 | 13

PRINTBULLETIN

ASSOCIATION NEWS

GST-educating the printers in Thane
Reaching out to the printers in Thane through the ‘MMS at your doorstep’ initiative, Uday Dhote and Anand
Limaye solve the GST related queries and educate printers in Mumbai’s neighbouring district about the new tax
regime.
On the evening of August 16, print professionals from Thane
gathered at the conference room of Hotel Utsav to attend
the ‘MMS at your doorstep’ session. In attendance were
the members of Thane Jilha Mudrak Sangh (TJMS) seeking
to narrow down on various issues faced by the printers in

development.” He also informed the crowd about the
representations that have been made at the national and the
state level, involving various printers’ associations to bring
about uniformity across nation and the print-industry.

Why does MMS reach out to you?
Oftentimes people hesitate to raise their hand and ask
queries in the large gatherings. Smaller and closely knit
gatherings encourages people to ask queries, share
experience, and help each other better in addressing
the common issues faced by them. It is, therefore, that
MMS reaches out to smaller groups and district level
printers’ associations to enable knowledge-sharing. Mr
Limaye, in his short but pointed speech, shared the key
contributions by MMS to the print-industry in Mumbai,
which include:

(L-R) Vilas Sangurdekar, Anand Limaye, and Uday Dhote

Thane district, pertaining to GST. CA Uday Dhote, Chairperson
of the Finance and Taxation Committee of AIFMP; Anand
Limaye, Honorary General Secretary of AIFMP; and Rajiv Joshi,
Managing Committee Member of MMS joined the knowledgepacked session in Thane.

The guide and the MMS’ tax-mastermind
Uday Dhote is known in the industry as the finance, taxation,
and costing expert. He addressed the gathering and answered
their queries, along with Mr Limaye. “GST is a significant step.
It will achieve a positive outcome after overcoming a short
painful period.” Emphasising on the positive aspects of the
new tax regime, Mr Dhote explained to the gathering, “GST will
eliminate the cascading tax effect of the earlier tax regime. This
will reduce the tax burden and will offer a level playing field for
all the stakeholders across India.”
Mr Dhote added, “A level playing field will make products
competitive, increase economic growth, improve the Centre and
State revenues that would be ploughed back in Infrastructure

•

MMS was instrumental in uniting employer
printers during the labour unrest when most
printing units were not registered under the
labour laws.

•

In 1999, MMS led the representations against the
VAT–WCT implementation with retrospect. Back
then the printers were not receiving their money
from the clients that was deducted but not paid to
the Government. MMS-led representations were
instrumental in abolishing this unfair practice.

• In the RMCD case, while the tax was 15.3%, MMS took a
legal stand to resolve the issue
• Be legal be safe: Legal software applications from Microsoft,
ADOBE, and COREL were made available to the printers at
a discounted rate to discourage the use of pirated software
under the ‘Be Legal, Be Safe’ campaign.
• The annual ‘MMS Lifetime Achievement Award’ recognises
the achiever and the contributor from the print-industry.
Vilas Sangurdekar, former president of Maharashtra Mudran
Parishad and TJMS, welcomed the guests and shared his
experience of participating in various knowledge-sharing
initiatives by MMS – the Knowledge Sharing Workshops, Round
Table Sessions, and the annual highlight, the MMS Lifetime
Achievement Award. He also informed the gathering about the
joint efforts of BMPA and MMS, including Print Bulletin.
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Print Bulletin brings to you all the industry news and updates from India and across the world,
through quick-to-read news snippets.

ESKO’S HONOURS CLASS FOR INTERNATIONAL GRADUATES
Esko recently hosted the Flexible Packaging Honours Class, an
initiative of the Graphical and Digital Media department of the
Artevelde University College Ghent. Intended for ambitious
and talented students at the top of their university class, this
two-week programme focuses on the production of flexible
packaging, including design, prepress, file handling and plate
making operations.
Jan De Roeck, Director Solutions Management at Esko explains:
“The flexible packaging market is a continuously growing
segment in the graphic arts industry. We are honoured to
support educational institutes by facilitating comprehensive
flexo prepress and plate-making training programmes.” The

Honours Class enriches the formal university education with
flexible packaging prepress skills and knowledge. Using
Esko Software Platform, students get intimately acquainted
with each step of the workflow, including: design and
artwork creation, virtual 3D prototyping, prepress workflow
automation, colour management and proofing, supply chain
collaboration, reviewing and approvals, flexo plate-making,
and digital cutting of mock-ups. The training programme is
complemented by three Esko customer visits to demonstrate
the reality of production.
Students in the academic year prior to graduation are
welcome to apply for one of the 20 Honours Class seats. To
be accepted, students must
have a mastery of Adobe®
Creative Suite applications
and a general understanding
of prepress production steps,
processes, and functions.
Students who are approved
for the program will be
invited to complete and
submit preparatory work in
order to fully prepare for the
programme.



NOBORU AKAHANE APPOINTED CHAIRMAN OF BOARD
OF DIRECTORS AT RICOH INDIA
Ricoh India announced the appointment of Noboru Akahane
as Chairman of its Board of Directors earlier in August this year.
Currently serving as Ricoh’s Corporate Vice President, in-charge
of internal control, Mr Akahane will be taking over from Ian
Winham who was appointed to the position on July 25, 2016
in the wake of the financial irregularities that were discovered
in Ricoh India’s 2015 financial reporting. One year-on from the
appointment of Mr Winham, the business operations are now
stabilised, controls have been implemented and are operational
and reporting compliance has been regularized. With
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stabilisation of Ricoh India’s operations and financial functions
successfully achieved, Mr Akahane will now support the move
to the next stage of Ricoh India’s development.
An additional personnel change also sees Yoshitaka Motomura
appointed as a non-executive director. As a result, the Board of
Directors of Ricoh India will be made up of four independent
directors: A. Garg, UP Mathur, RK Pandey, and R. Ahuja, and
four Ricoh directors: Mr Akahane, AT Rajan, H. Kitada, and Y.
Motomura.




PRINTBULLETIN
AUGUST 2017 | 17

PRINTBULLETIN

ASSOCIATION NEWS

AIFMP: securing talent of the print industry
A day ahead of the 71st Independence Day of India, AIFMP President Kamal Chopra announces scholarships for girl
students and meritorious students belonging to the economically weaker sections of the society.
A day ahead of the 71st Independence Day of India, AIFMP
President Kamal Chopra announces scholarships for girl students
and meritorious students belonging to the economically weaker
sections of the society.
All India Federation of Master Printers (AIFMP), the national
body of print professionals representing about 2,50,000 printers
in India, has announced scholarship schemes for the students
at diploma level. The scholarships are available for girl students
and meritorious students belonging to the economically weaker
sections of the society.

Education is unanimously prioritised

1. Hridya M, Printing Engineering, IP & GPTC Shoranur, Kerala
2. Anjali Babu, Printing Engineering, IP & GPTC Shoranur,
Kerala
3. Shima T P, Printing Engineering, IP & GPTC Shoranur, Kerala
4. M Kamal Raj, Printing Technology, Arasan Ganesan
Polytechnic, Sivakasi
5. Premkumar, Printing Technology, Arasan Ganesan
Polytechnic, Sivakasi
6. Tamkhane Yogesh Pandit, Printing Technology, Dr Babasaheb
Ambedkar Marathwada University, Aurangabad

AIFMP has always focused on and contributed towards
providing professional training to those aspiring to build career
in the industry. Through many initiatives, the Federation has
supported and contributed towards setting up and updating
various print-training institutes across India, be it introducing
better curriculum or demanding better infrastructure for
students.

7. Zanzane Rutuja Rajendra, Printing Technology, Govt.
Institute of Printing Technology, Mumbai

Furthering the vision to promote print education in India and
to encourage the young generation to adopt printing as a
career, AIFMP awards stipends, scholarships, and gold medals
to the students every year. Governing Council (GC) Members
unanimously approved the awards proposal in the 234th GC
meeting held in January this year in New Delhi, and a threemember committee was appointed to select the students
for various awards. The selection committee has selected
15 students from across India for the award of stipends,
scholarships and gold medal for the academic year 2016-17.

10. Mali Bhupesh Prakash, Printing Technology, K S Wani
Institute, Dhule

The stipend of r1,500/- per month for meritorious but
economically weaker students at diploma level

8. Palav Priyanka, Printing Technology, Govt. Institute of
Printing Technology, Mumbai
9. Shitode Sushil Madhavrao, Printing Technology, K S Wani
Institute, Dhule

A scholarship of r50,000/- for girl students adopting printing as
a career (one in every region)
1. Supriya Das, B.Tech in Printing Engineering, Jadavpur
University, Kolkata (East)
2. Ms. Sakshi Arya, 3 Yr. Diploma in Printing, Pusa Institute of
Technology, Technology, New Delhi (North)
3. Chavan Shubhangi Dattatray, B.Tech in Printing Engineering,
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Maradhwada University,
Aurangabad (West)
AIFMP Gold Medal for outstanding
student in Diploma, B.Tech and
M.Tech
1. Deshpande Girish Madhav, M.Tech
in Printing Engineering (Graphic
Communication), PVG College of
Engineering and Technology, Pune
2. Jawa Gaurav, B.Tech in Printing
Technology, Guru Jambheshwar,
University of Science & Technology,
Hisar.

Governing Council (GC) Members unanimously approved the awards proposal in the 234th GC
meeting held in January this year in New Delhi, and a three-member committee was appointed to select the students
for various awards.
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A PEPPIER MACH
Two French designers, Marion Pinaffo and Raphaël Pluvinage, have brought together
paper and electronics to create fun and fully functional, yet very simple pieces of everyday
technology.
Ever so rapidly we are integrating technology and electronics
into our lives: from the simple feature phone to a smartphone to
a self-aware, Internet connected smart-home integrated home
appliances. Technology almost feels like a magic when, with a
simple flick of a hand we can take a selfie with our smartphone.
Or when the lights in our room lit up almost instantly when we
try to navigate our way at night from the bed to the bathroom.
The intricate, yet seamless, working of our day-to-day smart
gadgets seems magical, however, in reality, it is the function
of many smaller devices built into these gadgets. A gyroscope
helps us rotate the screen of our smartphone when we rotate
the phone from vertical to horizontal position. Or a motion
sensor helps the lights in our rooms to switch on when we wake
up in the middle of the night to answer the nature’s call.

Magic to simplicity, via paper
When isolated, these simple electronic devices – a gyroscope,
a motion sensor, and more – help us understand the way we
interact, or rather the technology interacts with us in the real
world. The more expensive and somewhat mysterious to us,
the common people, the printed circuit cards can now be made
on practically any substrate with conductive inks. What better
and cheaper way for these cards to be made on paper than any
other media: we all know it well.

“Papier Machine (Paper Machine) is a
booklet gathering a family of 13 papermade electronic toys ready to be cut,
coloured, folded, assembled or torn.
Silkscreened with special inks that have
different electric properties, these toys
aim at revealing what hides behind our
machines’ magic black boxes : a world
of materials, shapes, colours, stories and
even smell,” describe Marion Pinaffo and
Raphaël Pluvinage, the two designers
behind the project, that is the result of a research initiated in
2015, and was exhibited at Musée des Arts décoratifs in Paris,
between May 2 and 14 this year.
“Papier Machine is mainly made of paper, a familiar material
that one isn’t afraid to mess up with. Paper is layered, creased,
folded, bent, cut, fragmented, frayed, flattened, hung on walls,
assembled into volumes: these simple actions enable super lowtech though interactive experiences. Coloured and/or reactive
printed inks (the silver ink is power conductive, others are
thermosensitive) bring the pages to life. A kit of components is
provided to activate the result, including, for instance, batteries
as well as propellers. Each toy offers MacGyver-like challenges:
producing a sequencer only with a pencil and a battery, building
a sort of primitive pinball machine in no time at all, or putting
together a folded paper
hovercraft,” explain Ms
Pinaffo and Mr Pluvinage.

Make it your own

A gyroscope is a page in the booklet, demonstrating
a standalone electronic component.
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The best part of Papier
Machine is everything
is basic and simple,
yet complex. One is
encouraged to explore the
basic kit, really only the
shapes and colours, to
make simple mechanisms
by combining and putting
together the simple
pieces of electronics.
The shapes and colours,
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Images: Papier Machine (6)
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Production process of the Papier Machine; a
13-page booklet comprising a family of papermade, experimental electronic toys.

and the University of Technogy Compiègne. Whether
an object, a game, an installation or a film, his
projects all stem from a world where technology
is turned on its head. He creates a world where
pleasure, play and experience become different
tools to critically engage the audience and shift
their understanding of their own relationship with
technology.
Watching Papier Machines being assembled and
working in real life is a pleasure. Visit the project’s
website at https://www.papiermachine.io to know
more about the project.



often misleading to the eye and the mind, are truly lent by the
decorative potential of printing techniques.
The underlying conductivity, however, helps in adding functions
to the forms; making the user interaction with the kit all the
more interesting and exciting. There are suggestions but, as the
designers say, “anyone is free to interpret the manual in his or
her own way, but also to decide of his or her own commitment
level, and to rephrase, if needed, their intuitive understanding
of whatever mechanism.”
Highlighting the excitement of exploration and the joy of
discoveries the kit provides, the designers write, “Papier
Machine’s silver circuits and toggle switches thus stand far away
from their conventional industrial referents. Our eyes wander
around the colourful labyrinths, and our minds drift towards
handball fields, racetracks, and paper architectures.”

The project being exhibited at Musée des Arts Décoratifs, From the 2nd of the 15th of Mai 2017

The curious designers
Ms Pinaffo and Mr Pluvinage create experiences and interactions
dealing with the “assumed” complex phenomena of our world.
With their project, Papier Machine, they are laureate of the
cultural programme Audi talents awards, 2016, and have been
supported by the residency Program Te Ataata in New Zealand.
Ms Pinaffo, born in 1987, invents intuitive and graphics
system that the public can play with, whatever the scale (from
space to object). She worked for DoshiLevien in London, and
collaborates often with Bonnefrite and Forme Vives. She has
been commissioned by several cultural institution such as Centre
Pompidou in Paris or Biennale du design in Saint Etienne.
Born in 1986, Mr Pluvinage graduated from Ensci - Les Ateliers

The shapes and colours, often misleading to the eye and the mind, are
truly lent by the decorative potential of printing techniques.
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Print isn’t merely for paper any more
The two Smithers Pira reports underline the changing trends in print manufacturing – innovative new printing
applications that are well integrated into manufacturing and growth in the speciality paper market.
SPECIALIST’ METHODS FOR INDUSTRIAL
Industrial and functional printing applications are all seeing
growth with sectors including décor and laminates, ceramics,
electronics; including displays and photovoltaic, glass, aerospace
and automotive, biomedical, 3D-additive printing, and inkjet
printed textiles. All of these are printed by a variety of specialist
analogue methods and inkjet.
In the latest report, ‘The Future of Functional and Industrial Print
to 2022’, Smithers Pira values the current market at US$76.9
billion, up from US$37.2 billion in 2012, but with further growth
forecasted to US$114.8 billion by 2022.

Developing new kind of supplies for widening
applications
“Suppliers have developed new equipment that widens the
applications, with new inks, coatings and functional fluids
providing new properties of flexibility, adhesion and durability,
together with novel capabilities in electronics and biomedical
to provide specific actions.” Sean Smyth, author of the report,
adds, “While analogue printing methods – gravure, flexo, litho,
screen, pad printing and foiling – are widely used, there is very
strong growth in digital methods, with new inkjet inks and
fluids opening many new opportunities. These markets do not
use paper or paperboard substrates, but rather plastic, film,
glass, wood, metal, ceramics, textiles, laminates and composite
materials are involved. In the case of 3D printing there are
plastics and metals, with some composites.”
There is also strong growth in North America and Western
Europe for high-value items and as improvements to many
manufacturing processes. New technologies are being
developed in these regions, with inkjet textile bringing highvalue, short-run textile printing closer to the end user; while
3D printing is enabling changes to some manufacturing while
potentially changing business models and whole supply chains
through distributed 3D printing on-demand. Printing may be
used as part of a wider manufacturing process or, in the case of
3D additive printing, it can be the manufacturing.

A paradigm change in market and business dynamics
The routes to market for printing are very complex and
fragmented. Established suppliers may be manufacturers, or part
of a wider supply chain. Often these companies will show less
concern about the efficiency of a printing process when it is just
one component of a manufacturing process. When building a car
that sells for US$30,000, an instrument panel that costs US$100
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The Future of Functional and
Industrial Print to 2022
Our exclusive content:

f Profiles of leading players within the industrial
print supply chain

f Over 130 tables and figures providing

exclusive industry data based on primary and
secondary research

f Quantitative five-year global market forecasts
segmented by printing method, end use, and
geographic region

Expertise for your industry

What does the report cover?

Got an individual
business requirement?

is significant, but it is not a critical part of the cost build-up since
print on that US$100 panel will be worth US$1-2.
This report examines the rapidly emerging use of printingfor-profit in novel areas outside the traditional graphics and
packaging arenas. Printing technology is widely used in broader
manufacturing processes. It is key in décor and laminates and
in ceramics, textiles and glass where the design is a key factor
in the product. Printing is also used in much wider processes,
decorating promotional items and for components in aerospace
and automotive applications, as well as in printed electronics,
biomedical and 3D printed products. In 2016 Smithers Pira sizes
the market at some $75 billion globally, with the market set
to grow at an average CAGR of 8.3% to 2022 when it will total
$123 billion.

If you are looking to grow your business,
launch new products or find out about
new and emerging markets, Smithers Pira
Consultancy can provide you with bespoke,
practical and cost effective research solutions
to meet your specific business needs.

The demand for ever-increasing efficiency
of printing technology
We can deliver:
does not play out in the same wayf– until print becomes a
f
bottleneck or the end-use market demands change. Gravure,
screen,
pad printing
and foiling aref perfectly adequate for many
What’s included
in the price?
f in which they are used. In
$6,500 €5,250
of £4,500
the long-established
applications
f
producing a beer stein orSAVE
sheet of exterior
architectural
For more information
about Smithersglass,
Pira Market Reports or Consultancy
10%
thef printing is a small component of the process and often the
f
decoration will be integrated in the manufacturing line. In a
www.smitherspira.com/products/market-reports
changeover, the print setup is generally a lot simpler than the
product change.
Unique global market focus

Consultancy expertise in market sizing,
forecasting, strategic business planning
and due diligence
A team of industry experts, leading
consultants and researchers in over
50 countries

An electronic version of the report in
PDF format. You may add a hardcopy
version (mailed to you); see the order
form for details
5-year market forecasts

Smithers PIRA
members

Strong relationships with key business
decision makers

on market reports

Analyses of key trends, strategic market
forecasts and extensive tables and figures

Europe/Asia
Paul Adam
padam@smithers.com
+44(0)1372 802186

North/South America
Josh Rabb
jrabb@smithers.com
+1 330 762 7441 ext. 1206

The required skill-set for this print is probably less than in
commercial print or packaging; prepress production is often
outsourced with screens, plates and cylinders bought in as
required and reused over many years. The management of the
industrial plant will concentrate on improving the methods
of making the product rather than the intricacies of print
technology. There is also much activity in developing routes to
market, for print suppliers and equipment manufacturers, and
for associated consumables supply.

Asia is a manufacturing hub
Industrial printing takes place across the world, with
manufacturers using the processes, and specialist suppliers
selling to component and product manufacturers. Routes
to market vary widely, with large manufacturers employing
printing functions as part of their processes, and specialist print
businesses supplying components. Asia is the largest region,
reflecting the concentration of manufacturing there, with large
printing companies supplying electronics and environment
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materials, films and interior décor materials; and it
is home to many giant electronic companies using
printing as part of the manufacture of membrane
switches, tags, circuitry, displays and photovoltaic.
TECHNOLOGY DRIVES GROWTH
OF SPECIALITY PAPERS

The Future of Specialty Papers to 2022

The speciality paper industry is changing as
fast as the markets are moving. New machinery
and technology is entering the markets, as the
commodity printing and writing market went
through rapid decline and now is slowly shrinking
in the developed countries. This will tend to disrupt
the speciality paper makers, as new technology
will enable faster and wider machines to effectively
and economically produce more technical speciality
grades.
Smithers Pira’s latest report ’The Future of
Speciality Paper to 2022’ projects the global market
for speciality papers in 2017 to be 24.16 million
tonnes, and forecasts it to reach 26.98 million
tonnes in 2022. This represents a CAGR of 2.2% in
the five-year period from 2017 to 2022.

What will
you discover?

What methodology
is used?

Who should buy
this report?

f The latest industry figures

The Future of Specialty Papers
to 2022 is based on an indepth combination of primary
and secondary research.
Primary research included
telephone interviews used to
generate an up-to-date and
accurate picture of the market
and to gather information on
the specialty papers market
that is not available from
published sources. Secondary
research was based on
extensive literature analysis
of published data and trends
collected from leading players.
The report provides a unique
depth of information and
analysis.

f Papermakers
f Pulp manufacturers
f Raw material suppliers
f Equipment/machinery

and analysis to put your
business ahead of the
competition

f Detailed quantitative and

insightful qualitative data
based on the most recent
market research

manufacturers

f Industry consultants and

For more information
about Smithers Pira
Market Reports
or Consultancy
Europe/Asia
Paul Adam
padam@smithers.com
+44 (0)1372 802186
North/South America

analysts
Josh Rabb
“The regulatory environment continues to be
jrabb@smithers.com
f The latest technology and
+1 330 762 7441 ext. 1206
specialty paper market
complicated, driving changes in materials for
developments and the
opportunities
they
offer
to
health, safety and sustainability. Speciality
plan your business strategy
with confidence
papers enjoy many opportunities for new product
The complete picture of
f
development to create new demand. Replacement
the global market for the
specialty papers industry
of plastics with sustainable paper-based materials
with forecasts to 2022.
is a large opportunity. Disruptive technologies
are coming into the market to support plastics
replacement, says author of the report, Bruce W Janda.
the introduction of speciality papers arises from the availability
of, or need to make use of, small-scale output machinery that
Market demands more; technology makes it possible
would otherwise be shut down. The premium charged on the
Speciality papers have become even more important because
added value allows a producer to work machinery that would
commodity grades used for graphic communications, such as
otherwise be too costly when making large-scale commodity
newsprint, freesheet and coated printing papers, have declined
products, where price competition tends to be fierce.
abruptly over the past ten years in Western Europe and North
A two-way learning, and the promise of opportunities
America. Recent trends suggest that this may also be starting to
happen in more recently developed markets such as China. This
Both the studies and their results indicate a few significant
trend is expected to continue and spread to the other regional
changes in print and its applications. As the printing
markets as digitalisation of communications continues. As the
technologies evolve and become increasingly efficient, printing
global graphic commodity papermaking universe contracts,
applications are becoming more efficient, adding value to the
speciality paper grades are becoming one of the forces for
manufacturing efficiency pressures of various industrial sectors.
growth in the industry, along with tissue and packaging.
This specialist focused print-manufacturing is opening new
Several key common features of speciality papers are
opportunities for the print-industry in general. On the other
noteworthy. They tend to be higher added-value products
hand, traditional applications are demanding better and more
owing to their unique characteristics. These features often allow
efficient product developments – a cradle-to-cradle efficiency
speciality producers to charge a premium. Consequently, they
approach of the industrial manufacturing and and the rapidly
are perceived to lead to a better financial performance for the
developing technologies are driving innovation to produce
manufacturer. Speciality papers are also seen as useful product
premium yet efficient products. Either way, print is gaining
portfolio extenders for risk spread over several markets. Often
traction and new avenues.
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Print Bulletin brings you a series of knowledge-filled, quick-reference articles by K. Panthala
Selvan, an UGRA certified expert and standardisation consultant from the Chennai-based
Pressman Academy for Print Education and Resources.
Ink contamination
Problem

Cause

The ink
colour
changes
due to
contamination.

Contaminated water Change the water.
Improper ink-keys
settings

Solution
Setting zero in the ink keys,
especially while running
smaller jobs, will allow water
to adversely affect the rollers.
The contaminated water
will slowly contaminate the
inks from the sides. Keep
minimum ink feed across the
units.

Mixing used inks
with fresh keys

Always clean the machine
before changing to new inks.

Improper roller
settings

The improper roller settings
will not allow the rollers
to clean properly. The old
ink residue on the rollers
will contaminate the new
ink. Previously run inks will
contaminate the fresh inks.

Paper dust

Dust particles from the papers
will also contaminate the inks.

Mixing of washing
agents with inks

Contamination of ink by the
washing agents must be
avoided.

Cause

Solution

Ink fails to flow Improper ink
Replace ink or use slow
and replace
consistency
drying ink or use low tack
the ink that is
ink or use agitator in the
transported by
ink duct.
the fountain
Roller temperature Check and correct roller
roller.
temperature.

Misting or slinging
Problem

Cause

Solution

Ink is
thrown
from the
ink train
rollers.

Excessive ink on the
rollers

Adjust the settings to
carry less ink. Consult ink
manufacturer for stronger
ink.

Adjust the settings to
correct ink-water balance.

Improperly set or
worn-out rollers

Adjust rollers to proper
settings; replace if
necessary.

Ink too long in body.

Consult the ink
manufacturer.

Muddy half-tones
Problem

Cause

Solution

Half-tones
lack
sharpness
in the
highlight
areas

Excessive ink on
plate

Adjust the press settings to
carry less ink.

Poor materials for
reproduction

Check and improve the
reproduction process.

Improperly
processed plate

Check exposure of plates using
Grey scale (Stouffer scale).

Improper roller
setting

Check and adjust the roller
settings to manufacturer’s
specifications.

Improper inkwater balance

Adjust to correct ink-water
balance.

Excessive dot gain Adjust for dot gain in press and/
or plate; see dot gain.
Glazed blanket

Ink backing away from fountain rollers
Problem

Improper ink-water
balance

De-glaze or replace blanket.

Misting
Problem

Cause

Solution

Ink splattering or
splashing
like snow

Too much ink on
roller

Reduce ink feeding.

Poor roller settings

Check and set the rollers as
per machine specifications.

Incorrect water
chemistry

Check the mixing ratio.

Temperature of
inking rollers too
high

Lower the temperature of
the printing units. Check
the chilling roller circulation.
Reduce speed of the machine.

Too much water in
the ink

Reduce dampening solutions.

Unsuitable ink

Consult the ink supplier.
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Moiré-pattern when
two rasterized squares
with 45° and 60°
black raster-points
superimpose. Image:
commons.wikimedia.org

Moire
Problem

Cause

Solution

Problem

Cause

Solution

Unwanted
patterns
or tints
in the
pictures

Improper screen
angles

Use the recommended screen
angles.

Improper printing
pressure

Adjust the printing pressure.

Registration
problems

Check the grippers and associated
grippers.

Improperly set or
worn out form rollers

Plate exposure
mistakes

Check if the plates are loaded and
exposed in the CTP.

Solid areas
of varied
density,
resulting
in uneven
appearance

Adjust the rollers to
proper settings; replace if
necessary.

Improper ink-water
balance

Adjust to proper ink-water
balance.

Worn out blanket

Replace blanket.

Plate cross-punch To correct cross-punching of plates,
clean and carry out the maintenance of the punching machine.
Machine unit
vibration

Check and undertake measures
to minimise or eliminate machine
vibration.

Machine levelling Check the levelling.
uneven
Scanning problem During the scanning of half-tones,
for reproducing
the moire must be avoided.
half-tones
Low resolution
image

If the resolution of the input
image is very low (e.g., image
downloaded from the Internet),
moire is cause; use high
resolution images (at least 300
dots per inch or above).

Corrupt RIP (raster Sometimes the screen angle
image processor) settings are correct but the RIP
assigns a different angles due to
software glitches. Always inspect
the processed plate with a magnifier to check if the angle is correct
and as per set in the software.

Mottle
Problem

Cause

Solution

Solid areas
of varied
density,
resulting
in uneven
appearance

Non-uniform stock
surface

Consult the paper manufacturer to check the stock.

Consult the ink
manufacturer for the
less penetrative and
stronger ink.

Check and set the rollers as
per machine specifications.
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Mis-registration
Problem Cause

Solution

The
printing
colours
are not
aligned
properly.

Improperly aligned
press, plate, blanket, and
substrate

Make adjustments as
required

Blanket swollen or
embossed

Replace blanket.

Poorly trimmed press sheets Fan sheets
Image improperly aligned
on the plate

Check prepress area,
either film or CTP.

Plate loading cross

Remove the plate from
the plate cylinder and
refill the plate straight.

Worn out blanket

Replace blanket.

Poor ink mileage
Problem

Cause

Solution

Too few
impressions per
pound of
ink

Improper ink density

Adjust to lower print
densities while maintaining
an acceptable quality.

In penetrates the
stock too quickly

Consult the ink manufacturer
for ink with more hold-out.

Stock too absorbent

Consult the paper
manufacturer; change to a
less absorbent stock.

Improper ink-water
balance

Adjust to proper ink-water
balance.

Problem

Cause

Solution

Too few
impressions per
pound of
ink

Log pigmented inks

Consult the ink manufacturer
for ink with greater strength.

Excessive waste on
start-up

Improve the start-up
procedures.

Incorrect job
estimates

Estimate ink history and
consistent procedures
to improve job estimate
accuracy.

Poor roller settings
Problem Cause

Solution

Uneven Rollers out of dimension
rollers
nip
contact
pressure Check roller fittings. Poor
maintenance may lead to dirty
roller fittings and uneven rollers.

Inspect rollers
for dimensional
specifications.

Picking or linting
Problem
Picking: lifting
of the coating
from the coated
stocks onto
plates, blankets
and/or ink train
rollers.
Linting: accumulation of fibres
from uncoated
stocks onto
plates, blankets
and/or ink train
rollers.

Replace blanket.

Film material used for roller set- Fan sheets
ting: the film OR paper material
thickness may be uneven, leading to uneven roller settings.
Rubber too soft: the rubbers
Check prepress area,
may be too soft to show the cor- either film or CTP.
rect roller strip across the rollers.
Runout (TIR – total indicated
runout) problems: incompatible
pressroom chemicals

Remove the plate
from the plate
cylinder and refill the
plate straight.

Worn out blanket

Replace blanket.

Poor trapping
Problem

Cause

Solution

The inks
do not
lay down
well with
subsequent
colour in
the printing
machine.

Improper tack sequence Change the sequence.
Improper strength
balance between inks

Consult the ink supplier or
change the ink.

Too much water.

Reduce water.

Too much impression

Reduce the impression
pressure.

Poor blanket ink transfer Change to a quick-release
blanket.
Poor absorbent paper

Change the paper.

Fast drying inks

The inks are drying on
the blankets before being
transferred onto the paper.

Cause
Too much water
reaching paper
Excessive ink,
surface trash or
coating dust on
the stock
Base stock picks
Pressure
too high for
ink/stock
combination
Blankets too
tacky
Ink too tacky for
the stock

PRINTBULLETIN
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Solution
Adjust to a more appropriate
ink-water balance.
Consult the paper
manufacturer.
Reject the stock if necessary;
change to a more lint- or
pick-resistant stock.
Adjust impression pressure
and repack to manufacturer
specifications.
Consult the blanket
manufacturer.
Consult the ink
manufacturer to adjust ink
for less tack.

Piling
Problem
Piling or
tail-edge
pick occurs
when the ink
builds up on
the blankets,
rollers and/or
the plate until
it eventually lifts off a
portion of the
image or pulls
the fibres or
coating from
the sheet.

Cause
Paper problems
Ink is
waterlogged

Solution
See picking/linting.
Poorly ground ink contains
coarse pigment. Consult ink
manufacturer to rework the
ink.

Adjust the dampener settings;
consult the ink manufacturer.
Improperly
Check specifications and
packed cylinders adjust cylinders.
Check specifications and
Improperly set
adjust rollers; replace if
or worn-out
necessary.
rollers
Blankets too
Consult the blanket
tacky
manufacturer. Treat the
blanket or change to a less
tacky blanket, or change the
blanket wash. Try with quickrelease blanket.
Choose the right fount and
Improper
mix to arrive at the right pH
fountain
and conductivity. Regulate
solution mix
the water feeding.
Ink drying on
Consult the ink manufacturer.
press
Try to reduce the tack or
lower the rate of ink drying
or add anti-oxidant or retard
ink drying.
Ink problem
May be too old ink/change
inks.
Colour sequence Check the colour sequence
and try alternative sequence.
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Plate blinding (chemical)
Problem

Cause

Solution

Part or all
of image
on plate
does not
take ink.

Fountain solution too
acidic

Adjust fountain solution
to proper pH (4 to 4.5) or
conductivity.

Excessive gum in
fountain solution

Re-etch plates and rub up
image areas with press ink.
Replace fountain solution
with tap water. If image
returns, replace tap water
with
fountain
solution
containing less gum.

Plate cleaners and/
or scratch removers
have dried on plate
image

Rinse plate well after
cleaning.

Fountain system
contaminated by
detergent

Thoroughly rinse all washed
parts before reinstalling in
press.

Excessive fountain
solution in ink

Reduce dampener setting to
minimum level; consult the
ink manufacturer.

Improperly developed Wash plate thoroughly;
remake if necessary.
plates; gum adheres
to image area

Problem

Cause

Solution

Gradual
loss of image area
on the
plate

Improper
concentration of
fountain solution

Adjust the fountain
solution to appropriate pH/
conductivity.

Improperly packed
plate and blanket
cylinders

Adjust to manufacturer
specifications for pressure
between cylinders.

Running plates
beyond its
capabilities

Change to higher-quality
plates for longer plate life.

Inks much too strong

Reduce ink strength to
improve lubrication.

Poorly ground ink

Consult the ink manufacturer
to rework the ink.

Form rollers too hard

Replace form rollers.

Roller stripping
Problem

Cause

Rollers do
not accept
ink.

Fountain solution
too acidic

Plate blinding (mechanical)
Problem

Cause

Solution

Part or
all of the
image on
plate does
not take
ink.

Excessive linting

See picking and linting.

Excessive plate-toblanket pressure

Use pressure gauge to
check pressure; adjust
to proper level.

Improperly set ink
and dampening form
rollers

Check settings and
Durometer. Adjust or
replace commonly.

Abrasive particles
destroying images

Check ink grind,
fountain solution,
solvents, etc.; replace
contaminated materials.

Plate wear
Problem

Cause

Solution

Solution

Add raw water or premised
fountain solution to adjust
the pH level.
Excess water in
Reduce the dampener
press
setting.
Glazed form roller Remove the rollers from
the press, de-glaze
appropriately and rine.
Excessive gum in Consult the ink manufacturer.
fountain solution;
ink too strong
Ink too waterConsult the ink manufacturer.
resistant
Desensitised
Clean, copperise rollers; use
metal vibrator
less gum in fountain solution.
rollers
Re-copperise rollers.

Roller streaking
Problem

Cause

Solution

Horizontal
lines visible on the
print

Rollers out of
round or slipping
or bouncing

Clean rollers/roller settings.
Check roller fitting
parts, inspect rollers for
dimensional specifications.

Improperly processed Check for excess Diazo
Gradual
on plates; improve plate
loss of im- plates
developing process using
age area
Greyscale (Stouffer scale).
on the
plate
Adjust settings to
Improperly set ink
the manufacturer’s
and/or water from
specifications.
rollers
Excessive linting

Clean the blanket. Some
paper coating materials may
be abrasive.
Incorrect plate processing, installation or worn out plates
cause severe loss of quality of the final print.
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Non-gear side streaking

Scumming

Problem

Cause

Solution

Problem

Cause

Solution

Lateral
streaks are
not to be
confused
with gear
streaks.
These streaks
do not
coincide with
the teeth
of the gear
that drives
the plate
or blanket
cylinder. They
do however
occur laterally
from the gear
to operator
side of the
cylinder.

Ink forms are set
too heavy

Clean the rollers thoroughly
and set as per the
manufacturer specifications.
Check each form roller
bearing/s thoroughly. A
bearing that is starting to
wear will cause across the
plate.

Low alcohol or
alcohol substitute
content in the
dampening system

Adjust to proper alcohol
concentration

Bad bearing/s in
the form rollers

The nonimage
area of a
lithographic
plate accepts ink
in random
areas

Glazed blanket,
ink rollers or
dampening rollers

Clean the blanket and rollers
thoroughly, and recondition to
manufacturer specifications.

Excessive printing
pressure

Reduce printing pressure to
proper levels.

Ink body too
greasy, spreads
into the nonprinting areas.

Make sure the ink setting is on
standard.

Main cylinder
bearing

The worn-out cylinder
bearings will cause the same
problem. Inspect and replace,
if necessary.

Rollers are too
hard

Check the hardness of the
rollers. If not matched as per
manufacturer specifications,
the rollers should be sent for
re-rubberising process.

Problem

Cause

Solution

Rubber
roller
swelling

Compatibility of
the rubber
roller
for the
chemicals
used

The press chemicals used like fount/IPA/
cleaning agents/ink etc., may not be
compatible with the rubber rollers. Do
a drop test to check the compatibility
between the rubber rollers and chemicals.
Check roller fitting parts, inspect rollers
for dimensional specifications.

Adjust plate-making process.
Plate improperly processed
or exposed to light. Adjust
fountain solution to the
correct pH/conductivity.

Ink too soft

Consult the ink manufacturer
for stiffer ink.

Improper pH
fountain solution

Adjust fountain solution
to proper pH (pH 4 to 4.5)/
conductivity.

Improperly set
or worn-out
dampening rollers

Adjust rollers to proper
pressure; replace cover if
necessary.

Ink rollers
overheated

Check for worn bearings and
replace, if necessary. Adjust
roller pressure.

Set-off or blocking

Rub-off/scuffing
Problem

Cause

Solution

Printed ink
appears
dry but exhibits poor
resistance
to rubbing
or scuffing
when
abraded.

Ink formulation lacks
rub resistance

Consult the ink
manufacturer.

Insufficient binding
vehicle in the ink

Consult the ink
manufacturer.

Excessive water on
press, in paper

Reduce dampener settings;
change paper, if necessary.

Improper pH of
fountain solution

Adjust the fountain
solution to appropriate pH/
conductivity.

Ink does not
completely dry

See drying.

Rough paper surface
creates poor rub
between unprinted
and printed surfaces.

Consult the ink
manufacturer to
reformulate ink with more
rub resistance.

Excessive ink

Adjust the press settings to
carry less ink; consult the
ink manufacturer.
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Desensitise or
remake plate

The blanket is
Use torque wrench to
loose or smashed. tighten the blanket.

Roller swelling/shrinking

Consult the ink manufacturer to reformulate the ink, if
necessary.

Problem

Cause

Solution

Set-off: ink
transfers
to the
backside of
the sheet
above.

Ink dries too
slowly

Choose quick-dry inks. Ink must
be chosen according to the
paper stock in use.

Insufficient
spray powder

Increase powder application or
choose the right powder grain
size and type according to the
paper stock used and image
coverage.

Lifts too heavy

Run shorter lifts; tray the lifts.

Rough handling
of loads

Do not drop or jerk loads.

Blocking:
sheets in a
bundle or
load stick
together.

Too much ink for Run with less ink or try high
the paper
tack ink.
Too much water

Run optimum water.

Type of job

Heavy coverage jobs – choose
proper ink according to the
coverage of jobs.
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Problem

Cause

Solution

Problem

Cause

Set-off: ink
transfers
to the
backside of
the sheet
above.

Plate
desensitised

Check plate or remake plate or
else it will require more water.

Excessive IR/
dryer

This will soften the ink and
created the problem.

Paper not flat.

Conditioning 24 hours before
printing will help.

Paper feeding Double sheets feed in or paper cross
sensor
feeding can damage the blanket.
Check the sensor for double sheet
feeding. Static electricity built up in
the paper stock can lead to paper
sticking, and sometime leads to
cross feed.

Pile height

Reduce the pile height.

Stock handling

Rough handling of printed stock
during transportation after
printing. Handle with care.

Sometimes
a foreign
object or a
paper defect
can actually smash,
or render
useless, a
blanket or a
plate.

High gloss ink

High gloss ink will have low
penetration property. These inks
can have more set off problems.
Choose the right ink for the
paper.

Blocking:
sheets in a
bundle or
load stick
together.

Static electricity

In dry condition, during cold
weather, when the press room is
not humidified, static electricity
can cause set off.

PH of paper

If paper is more acidic, the
drying property of paper is
affected.

Press room
climate

Maintain the room climate for
good printing.

Cause

Solution

The inks from
the sheet
transfers to
the backside
of the next
printed sheet
in delivery pile
after printing.
Understanding
of ink drying
process is
important.

Poor ink
strength

Consult the ink supplier. Get
high pigment inks.

Slow drying
inks

Consult the ink supplier. Get
fast-drying inks.

Poor ink-water Excess emulsification can lead
balance
to slow drying of the ink.
Poor water
chemistry

Absence of IPA (Isopropyl
Alcohol) will increase the drying time.

Substrate
quality

Change the substrate.

Blanket poor
realising
factor

Blanket may not release the paper
immediately after printing.

Slur
Problem

Cause

Solution

Dots appear elongated or
smeared;
occurs on
a single
unit.

Improperly packed
cylinders

Check specifications and
adjust cylinders.

Loose, uneven or
soft blanket

Tighten the blanket clamps;
adjust packing or replace
blanket, if necessary.

Excessive play in
gears and bearings
of plate and
blanket cylinders

Adjust to manufacturer’s
specifications

Excessive plate-toblanket pressure

Use ‘kiss’ impression; check
form roller strip for uniformity
and width.

Excessive ink on
the coated stock

Adjust press to carry less ink;
adjust water accordingly.

Set-off
Problem

Solution

Slurred or double image
Problem

Cause

Solution

Second
image
appears
beside
the first;
occurs on
multiple
units

Improper gripper
settings

Adjust the gripper settings

Unstable paper;
paper is fanning in
successive units.

Adjust ink-water balance to
the lowest possible levels.

Loose plate

Check and tighten the plate.

Loose, uneven or
soft blanket

Check and tighten with
torque wrench to adjust
packing or replace the
blanket, if necessary.

Smashed blanket
Problem
Sometimes
a foreign
object or a
paper defect
can actually smash,
or render
useless, a
blanket or a
plate.
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Cause

Solution
The only remedy is to clear away
whatever has cause the damage,
spot check the remaining paper
and replace the blanket or the
plate.

Show-through or strike through
Problem

Cause

Solution

Ink penetrates the
paper and front
side print is visible
in the back side of
the paper. The issue
is the ink vs paper
combination.

Porous stock

Change the stock.

Ink chemistry Consult the ink supplier.
Specially formulated ink
with light colour vehicle
will help. Thin film of ink
will help.
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Printing is as much a science as it is an art. Achieving high quality output is possible with zero error tolerance throughout the process.

Smudging
Problem

Solution

If the ink doesn’t dry, it will smudge.

Check the drying section.

Tinting or toning
Problem

Cause

Solution

Emulsified ink
transfers to
printed sheet
as background
unit.

Ink bleeds
into fountain
solution

Adjust concentration of
alcohol or alcohol substitute
in fountain solution; consult
the ink manufacturer to
reformulate ink with nonbleeding pigment.

Improper
concentration
of fountain
solution

Adjust the fountain solution
to proper pH/conductivity.

Improper inkwater balance

Adjust to proper ink-water
balance.

Pressure
between plate
and blanket is
too high

Adjust pressure to
manufacturer specifications.

Improper
setting or
Durometer of
dampener or
ink rollers

Adjust dampener and ink
rollers to manufacturer
specifications; check
Durometer of rollers and
replace, if necessary.

Ink
insufficiently
resistant to
water

Make sure ink is on-standard;
consult the ink manufacturer
to reformulate, if necessary.

Problem

Cause

Solution

Emulsified ink
transfers to
printed sheet
as background
unit.

Improperly
exposed or
developed
plates

Replace plates, if necessary.

Adjust plate-making process.
Store plates from moisture
and humidity.
Prolonged use
of detergent,
wash-up
solution

Wash-up, remove detergent
with water or petroleum
solvent, and change the
solution.

Paper coating
contaminates
ink train

Use low-tack ink, low water
setting, and low pressure
setting.

Continued to part two in the following issue of Print
Bulletin.
Learn more from PAPER
The knowledge partner for this series of articles is Pressman
Academy, a Chennai-based print consultancy with a service
centre in Mumbai. Pressman Academy for Print Education and
Resources or PAPER is popular for press calibration, pressroom
standardisation, designing workflow, implementing quality
check process, conducting seminars, conducting on-site teaching
sessions for operators and more. The Academy also maintains
a technical WhatsApp group – Print Quality Techniques. To join
the group send request to pressmansolutions@gmail.com or
WhatsApp to 9962 247 365.
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Vishful Thinking
In this column, out industry veteran Vishwanath Shetty of The PrintWorks presents us his
tongue-in-cheek view of the recent political news.
Is this fence sitting or fence eating the crop?

A refrained patriot vs an exciting celebration

On July 12, Mumbai Mirror published an interview with the
first Shiv Sena (SS) mayor of Mumbai, Manohar Joshi. In the
interview, Mr Joshi says, “Sena’s ideology has always been
about Marathi manoos and Hindutva, and there has been no
change in it.” He goes on to say, “Times change. Vajpayee’s NDA
was very different. Today, Shiv Sena is not an alliance with the
BJP, it is just an adjustment. We are no longer BJP’s partners.”
Probably the first time someone from SS has admitted the truth.
Is it a (deliberate) Vishful thinking to make way for the 2019
plan for assembly elections? Didn’t everyone know it was all on
the way?

Recently, as media widely reported by media including Times of
India on August 13, Maulana Asjad Raza Khan, a Bareilly-based
cleric advised to the members of the Muslim community in
Uttar Pradesh to ‘mark Independence day as patriots but refrain
from singing the national anthem or record videos, as they are
anti-Islamic.’ I can understand the video shooting of madrasaas
was uncalled for, however, how Vishful is to instigate the
followers by advising them to refrain from singing the national
anthem by calling it anti-Islamic? What religious belief is it that
prohibits one from singing praises or appreciating the beauty of
motherland?

Politics knows no borders

Fred Poonawala, Faheem Aagboatwala, and all the team
members for the Print Summit actively search for new and
innovative presentations of our national anthem at the
commencement of the popular, 1-day conference celebrated by
the print community. The Print Summit team, the members of
BMPA, and the participants of the conference, each year, come
from all communities. We all sing the national anthem with
pride and joy. Jana gana mana, the Indian national anthem or
Vande mataram, the national song, has no religious connotation
attached, nor is it against any religion by the remotest thoughts.
Both the compositions only signify and celebrate the oneness
of the secular social fabric of India, which has no parallel in the
world, and both encompass the national spirit, upholding our
values as a society.

“Modi’s personal gain = India’s strategic loss + sacrifice of
innocent Indian blood,” Congress vice president, Rahul Gandhi
(RaGa) recently tweeted, referring to the attack in which seven
pilgrims were shot dead, and 15 injured in an accident when
a bus carrying the pilgrims from Amarnath was attacked by
militants. How Vishful of our politicians to take political mileage
out of terrorists attacks and personal tragedies?
Putting an end to all speculation RaGa confirmed on July 10,
that he had, in fact, met with Chinese Ambassador to India Luo
Zhaohuiamid to learn about the Sikkim border stand off. He
said that he did so because it is his job be informed on critical
national issues. Is he following the footsteps of his party leader
Mani Shankar Iyer, pleading with Pak Cahnnel to help remove
Modi in Nov 2015? Is it an attempt to Vishfully engineer a crack
in the national security to gain political benefits? Or is anti-Modi
stance becoming an anti-India strategy?

At Print Summits, we all sing the national anthem with pride and joy
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Wisdom strikes on the last day in the office
We all painfully heard our former Vice President Hamid Ansari’s
parting statement that, ‘there is a feeling of unease and a sense
of insecurity among Muslims in the country today.’ This is an
assault on his own country, just when he demitted the second
highest office of this country. Does he realise, Pakistan will take
extra leverage out of such statements? Does he have any idea
of how will the terrorists and Pakistan interpret the statement?
What mileage would he get by making such a statement after
enjoying the privileges attached with his office for a decade?
Is he willing to forgo the privileges attached with the position
after retiring or demitting the office? He should have maintained
the respect and dignity of the office he occupied for a decade.
If he sincerely believed in his words, let him only answer one
question: why did he not voice his concerns during his 10-years
long tenure and try to resolve the issue? We have often seen,
Vishfulness doesn’t end with politicians. Even while stepping out
of the office Mr Ansari was Vishful of appeasing some people for
the benefit he alone envisaged!
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ITK’S INDIA

FREEDOM FROM FREEDOM
Iqbal Iqbal Kherodawala of Printline Reproductions holds a mirror up to us with his to-the-fact,
yet hilarious articles about our ‘typically Indian’ habits.

In the month of 70th year of India’s Independence, I have a grouse
with all those who say that I am free, that I am independent, that I
can do whatever I can, to whosoever I can.
I have lost my ability to do everything that my forefathers could do,
without the fancy nomenclature called ‘freedom’. Please correct me
if I am wrong. I actually want a debate on what constitutes freedom
for each one of us. But whilst we do that, I want to tell you about all
the things that I no longer have the freedom to do.
I have lost the freedom to be intolerant. I have lost the freedom to
call anyone else intolerant. If I am intolerant, the trolls make my life
miserable. If I call anyone else intolerant, I am accused of being a
right-winger, a man from the mob, a person who does not allow
anyone else to feel bad about whatever is happening to him or her.
I have lost the freedom to eat what I want. I can’t eat beef. I can’t
eat pork. I can’t eat what my neighbour does not want me to eat. I
can’t eat what my local government does not want anyone to eat. I
have to justify if I crave for anything specific. In Walkeshwar, I can’t
eat non-vegetarian. On Mohammed Ali Road, I have to look for

vegetables. We are the only country that distinguishes the restaurant
to enter based on what would would like to eat.
I am not allowed to love the colour of my choice. If I love saffron,
I can’t use it in public because ‘saffron is not your colour; your
colour is green.’ And if I want to love green, I do not have a choice,
because ‘how dare you use green…don’t you know green belongs
to them.’ If I love pink, I better join those ‘who dangle their fingers
and are mostly fashion designers.’If I love black, I am a rebel and
a law-breaker. If I want to love white, I am a racist. My choice of
colours is determined by what others want to view and judge me
with, and not what pleases me.
I do not have the freedom to scream at my kids and give them a
tight slap if they misbehave with anyone. If I do so, I am a horrid
parent. If I try to discipline my kids, the human rights brigade files
an FIR against me. If I scream at my kids, they tell me that I am not
‘new-age’ and I can land up behind bars if I am a teacher in a school
who needs to discipline his/her students.
I have no freedom to complain to anyone about the shoddy state
of the roads. Even if I make a yummy parody and sing away the
absolute truth, I am made to pay the price by the belligerent
mosquitoes which reside in a potted plant in a corner of my house. I
have no freedom to tell anyone that they better give me a suitable
reply about where and how they are spending my hard-earned
money.
I have no freedom to tweet past midnight. If I am an over-agedsuddenly-angry-out-of-work-actor, I am not supposed to wake up in
the middle of the night and tweet about the state of the country. I
am supposed to gently wither away like the millions of over-the-hill
oldies who have to let the world get on and should know how to
keep my mouth shut. If I am old and have a view, I am a threat to
the politicians who live across the street. I am a threat to the goons
who desire a free rein.

I have no freedom to complain to anyone about the shoddy state of the
roads; even if I make a yummy parody and sing away the absolute truth.
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I have no freedom to let my sister/wife/friend wear the clothes of her
choice. The length of her skirt determines the depth of her character.
The deeper the V of her dress, the shallower she is supposed to
be. And even if I happen to be partying the evening away with
her, any hoodlum has more freedom over harassing her, bothering
her and leching after her. I have no freedom to smack them on their
asses and drag them to the police. The police, of course, values
their freedom to lech and does not allow me the freedom to let
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my partner wear
whatever she wants.
I have lost the
freedom to comment
on the economical
state of my country.
Even if I contribute
one zillionth of the
country’s economy,
until yesterday, I
could whack the
government’s policies
and have my own
take on what makes
good economics.
Currently, I will be
trolled for even
whispering that things are not okay. For every one comment on
the state of the economy of the country, I will have a 1,000 people
banging my eardrums, my email, my FB account, my commentscolumns and what not, suggesting where they would like to stuff
their defunct 500 and 1,000 notes in my body.
I have lost the freedom to make humour a potent tool to parody the
politicians and the bureaucrats. Everyone is so touchy and so lynchy.
My stand-up abilities have stood-me-up and my current state of
affairs is a truly sorry affair. Every subject is now a holy-cow, literally.
I have lost the freedom to choose what I pray in my school. If I recite
Vande mataram, I am a right-winger. If I don’t, I am a traitor. If I
choose to make my body flexible through Yoga, I am a desh-bhakt,
but if I choose weights, Pilates, Zumba or Aerobics, I need to have
my head examined. If I go every alternate Sunday for ‘Yoga by
the bay’, I am a with-it Indian. If I choose to go for a walk up the
mountains, I better take a hike.
I have lost the freedom to read about the heroes of my country
and how they contributed to the great nation-building exercise
that makes India what it is. I have to be very careful about who my
heroes ought to be. If my heroes turn out to be the chosen heroes
of the people of my State, then my choice of heroes is correct. If not,
I belong to ‘the other ones’. Shivaji Maharaj ki jai, Rana Pratap ki
jai, Deen Dayal Upadhyay ki jai, Sardar Patel ki jai. The rest of them,
many hundreds of them who made this great nation what it is today,
can go take a Samadhi…either above the ground or below it.

For every one comment on the state of the economy of the country, I will have a
1,000 people banging my eardrums, my email, my FB account, and what not.

I have lost the freedom to decide whether I can be friends with
people of specific nationalities, even if politics is the last thing on my
mind. Wanna be friends with a Paki? Nahi nahi. Is it a Cheena? Bu,
bu. Is it a Sinhalese? Nae, nae. Very soon, it will be Gorkha…Hoina
hoina. It’s really funny to be in the US or Canada or in the UK and
see Indians pally with the people of the ‘gushman nations’. But the
moment, they leave the immiscible waters of their work-countries
and are back into this ‘free land’, they hate those very people whom
they break bread with every weekend over barbecues and whiskeychuskis.
I have lost the freedom for all of this and much more. I have 70
reasons to complain and 70 more areas where I am no longer
allowed to do what my parents and their parents and their parents
before them had the freedom to do. And now comes the most
amazing part. Try discussing this with even the closest of friends and
none of them truly realise their own loss of freedom. Maybe being
married for more than 20 years makes you undervalue freedom. But
often the advice given to me is very similar to what anyone would
do as a married person… Bear it or stay with it and if it becomes too
difficult to bear...leave it. Easy to say. Poor Aamir Khan joked about
leaving the nation and had to face a proper dangal for his remarks.
So maybe follow the first advice. Bear it...stay with it.
And let’s have a new slogan after 75 years of Quit India... Let’s call
it Quit Freedom!
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