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WE
STAND FOR

PAPER
DO
YOU?

After a recent campaign discouraging the use of paper and
paper-products as environmentally harmful BMPA & MMS
has decided to take a stand for the paper and paperboard.

THE THE
BEST*
LEGACY JUST GOT
CONTINUES BETTER

Presenting The Innovative imagePRESS C10000VP
The innovative imagePRESS C10000VP takes digital color printing to the next level. It uses various proven and upgraded
Color Control technologies like Auto Gradation Adjustment, Auto Correct Color Tone,Shading Correction and Multiple Density
Adjustment Technology. This Powerful Print Engine driven by Hyper RIP Print Servers reliably delivers print speeds of up to
100 PPM and consistency at 350 GSM without compromising on Quality and offers an excellent return on investment for
busy Graphic Art environment.

Salient Features
100 PPM
Digital Color
Printing

2400 X 2400 DPI
Print Quality with
256 grey Levels

Gloss Optimized
Offset like Print
Smoothness

Media Handling
Upto 350 GSM

*Canon imagePRESS C70XXVP was voted as Winner of “Popular ColorCut Sheet Digital Press” in Print WeekIndia June 2013 Online Polls

Enhanced Texture
Media Printing

To Register For

Demo SMS "CANPP" to 575758

7th & 8th Floor, Tower-B, Building # 5, DLF Epitome, DLF Phase III, Gurgaon - 122002 Ph.: 0124-4160000 Fax: 0124-4160011
www.canon.co.in/ppp, Call: 1800 180 3366 (Toll Free) or 39010101 ( prefix your city code while calling)

210X290 mm

Supports Paper
Length Upto
762 MM
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IMPRINT

Summer is upon us. Met says its advanced this year, ahead of the usual
schedule. Literally summer should make everyone drive and thrive. We wish
for you and business exactly to be so. And while doing so, we wish you a
steady fiscal closure as well.
This Issue of Print Bulletin covers the MMS Lifetime Award Ceremony. The
MMS-LTA was conferred upon Ramesh Kejriwal, CEO, Parksons Packaging.
The grand ceremony was organised the Sahara Star, Mumbai to a packed
house on February 24, to celebrate the Printers Day.
In April we look forward to hosting a Road Show for you with Tally and
its resolution over E-Way Bill. The coming month also sees the roll out of
BMPA’s Seekho aur Samjo aka SaS 2.0. To know more about the new SaS,
and book yourself a seat or two, flip the pages 12 to 1.
In the coming days you would also gather information on BMPA Industrial
Study Tour to the facilities of Bobst, Switzerland and KBA, Germany. It has
been optimally constructed as a 5-night 6-day project and priced attractively
and with an all Indian rupee pricing, including input tax credit. Seats are by
invitation and for 24 passengers on the first-come basis. So don’t hold back,
book yourself on this trip to see the world-class technologies manufactured
first-hand at their birthplace. We are also striving to get tour delegates cooldeals on pricing for spare parts, etc., though this still is work-in-progress.
The BMPA and MMS is also making efforts at communicating with fellow
Associations and Government of India to highlight the incredibility of print
on paper as a highly renewable source of communication. You will be able
to read an article about the campaign and your organisations’ on page 5. As
opposed to electronic communication, print on paper, as is evidenced, is far
more economical and environmentally sustainable. We urge every member
to highlight and specifically educate your customers. Here are some sample
links for you to get more information on the efficiency of print on paper. Lets
start using it to our advantage.
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SEND US YOUR FEEDBACK
Has something you’ve read in PRINT BULLETIN intrigued or
excited you? Write in and share it with us. We would love to
hear from you, we shall publish a selection of your responses
in the forthcoming issues.
Email us at: ex.sec@mumbaimudraksangh.org
We welcome your emails, while reserving the right to edit
them for length and clarity. By sending us your letters you
permit us to publish it in the magazine. We regret that we
cannot always reply personally to your emails.
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Association News

After a recent appeal by the Governmet of India discouraging the use of paper and paper-products as
environmentally harmful via a Green Good Deeds mobile app, BMPA & mms has decided to take a stand for the
paper and paperboard, and against the malicious anti-paper campaign.

ITC Paperboad and Specialty Paper Division’s Tribeni unit Image: http://www.itcpspd.com

Like Bollywood celebrities and the men-in-blue representing
India on the cricket fields, paper has been the favourite rawproduct for many industries – from notebooks and books for
students to packaging for a range of industries encompassing
food and beverages, pharma, consumer goods, and more. And
much like the celebrities, it has been a poster-product for many
campaigns in the past. Paper production is resource intensive –
it needs large amounts of water and plantations. Things have
dramatically changed in the past few decades, however, our
perception of paper as an environmentally demanding product
has not kept pace with the change and advancements made by
the paper industry.
‘Green Good Deeds’, a campaign launched by the Ministry
of Environment, Forests, and Climate Change, Government
of India, focuses on sensitising the members of public at
large, particularly the students, about climate change and
global warming. The campaign highlights the need to protect
the environment for the future generations by performing
at least one green good deed a day. “This campaign also
calls for reducing paper usage, however, the promoted
electronic or digital route is creating serious environmental

damage with e-wate,” Rohit Pandit, General Secretary of
Indian Paper Manufacturers’ Association (IPMA) writes to the
Honourable Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan, and reiterates, “Paper
is biodegradable, renewable, recyclable and sustainable made
from trees grown in agro-plantations.”

Highlighting the India-story
‘Paper Through Time – tracking the industry’s progress’ the
report published by Centre for Science and Environment (CSE)
about the Indian Pulp and Paper Industry highlights that it was
the very first sector to be rated under the Green Rating Project
of CSE in 1999. Today, the Indian pulp and paper industry has
come a long way from where it was then. Being the first sector
to go through the rigorous Green Rating exercise, companies
were slow to participate voluntarily. It took nearly a year of
perseverance for all of the companies to come forward and be
a part of the project. When CSE decided to take up the sector
for the second time in 2004, there was a marked difference
in the attitude of the companies. In 2015, 90% of the sample
voluntarily participated.
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According to the
letter by IPMA,
approximately 70% of
the paper produced
in India uses wate
or recycled paper or
agricultural residues
as the primary raw
material. The balance
30% production of
paper uses pulp wood;
and unlike other parts
of the world, India’s
paper manufacturing
industy is agroforestry-based for its
raw material. Over
five lac farmers grow
trees on their farm and
agricultural lands as
any other corp, and
sell the harvest to the
paper mills.

A resourcesensitive industry

Responsible PnP produce paper with minimal environmental impact – highlights Haresh Java Image: https://www.iggesund.com

Haresh Java, Partner of C.H. Java & Co., one of the prominent
Mumbai-based traders of paper in India, explains the paper
production process, highlighting the environmentally friendly
best practices. “Agro-based wood sourcing is environmentally
sustainable. The production processes deploy modern,
and globally standardised technologies. Responsible paper
and paperboard (PnP) mills produce paper with minimal
environmental impact. Even the effluents and water discharge is
treated suitably to make it usable by the farmers in the adjacent
region,” says Mr Java, “at no stage is the production harmful to
the environment at the responsibly managed paper mills – the
plantations help greening the area, attracting more rainfall,
increasing the discharge of oxygen and supporting local flora,
besides the economic benefits to the region.”

A dynamic, revenue-contributing, agro-industrys
Requesting for an urgent intervention by the Government of
India, Mehul A. Desai, President, BMPA, writes in the letter,
“This bad weather of strategic misinformation threatens
our industry’s employment potential. We need government
intervention in helping stem this unscientific claim, almost on
scales of medieval witch hunt that advocates ill-effects of PNP
and audaciously claiming all consumption via electronic formats
and platforms as being environment friendly.” Mr Desai also
highlights the criticality of paper as the raw mateiral for the
large and thriving print Industry in India, “Print businesses,

mostly micro, small, and medium enterprises and highly
compliant and regulated by the state pollution control borad
norms, provide employment to a very large population – would
not be an exaggeration to state second only to the Indian
Railways or may be more. There are close to 2,00,000 formal
print businesses operational on an all-India basis,” adds
Mr Desai.

Knowledge resources for Print Bulletin
readers’ reference
Survey report of paper industry by Centre for Science and
Environment: http://ipma.co.in/survey-report-of-paper-industryby-centre-for-science-environment/
When it comes to paper, some people can’t see the forest
for the trees: http://www.twosidesna.org/myths-and-facts
Bulk of National Geographic’s content is printed on recycle
paper: https://www.nationalgeographic.org/sustainabilitypolicy/
A whopping 91% of plastic isn’t recycled: https://news.
nationalgeographic.com/2017/07/plastic-produced-recyclingwaste-ocean-trash-debris-environment/
Will An Industry Leader Please Stand Up for Print, Now?:
http://www.editorandpublisher.com/feature/production-will-anindustry-leader-please-stand-up-for-print-now/
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SaS 2.0: subscribe to ‘holistic
learning’
BMPA’s popular Seekho Aur Samjho sessions have evolved to offer a year-long learning experience in the second
avatar so subscribe to a year of in-depth, print-business learning.
Seekho Aur Samjho, or SaS
sessions as they are popularly
known among the Mumbai
print industry, have always
offered robust and in-depth
learning experience on a wide
variety of aspects of the print
and packaging business. For the
past two years, the SaS sessions
have covered a variety of topics:
for example, understanding
the role of compressors in the
print industry; understanding
grain and grain direction for
efficient packaging design; the
critical importance of colour
and calibration; the basics
Kiran Prayagi shared important knowledge about proofing through on-screen
and the essentials of pressroom presentation and many printed samples during SaS at GIPT, Mumbai.
standardisation; significance
experience in the past, session after session, however, at BMPA
of data management in the present and the future of print
SaS project, we do not think education can happen in spurts; it
business.
is a continuous process.” Iqbal Kherodawala, project in-charge
of SaS and Managing Committee Member of BMPA adds, “I
“No doubt SaS has delivered consistently excellent learning
Seekho Aur Samjho 2.0 session plan for 2018-2019
Subject

Synopsis

Venue Dates

How to improve productivity by Teamwork is critical in not only for achieving quality targets but
improving teamwork
also necessary for achieving lower costs.

GIPT

April 7, 2018

Preventive Maintenance of
Printing Machines

Our machines are at the core of business productivity, and we
undermine the importance of preventive maintenance.

SIES

July 7, 2018

How to Handle Chemicals with
probable hazardous nature for
humans and machines

With newer norms for environmental safety and stricter labour
laws, it is critically important that we have regular training
sessions regarding health and safety, and our ability to handle
pressroom chemicals safely.

SIES

October 6, 2018

How to enthuse press-owners
to motivate their workers?

With changes in the owner-labour relations, motivation
has become the key to better productivity and smoother
interpersonal relationships in the print industry.

GIPT

February 9, 2019

How to dispose off Inks/
Chemicals/UV Lamps/Printed
sheets

With stricter environmental laws, safe disposal of print
industry waste becomes an important yet a neglected area in
our industry; it is time that we educate ourselves and follow
hazardous waste-management best practices.

GIPT

April 6, 2019
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think the current crop
of our industry, the
younger generation,
is ready to absorb the
holistic knowledge
about the print industry
and business.” Offering
a holistic and complete
knowledge to the print
industry professionals
is the primary and the
critical aim of SaS 2.0.
Building a committed
member partnership
for enhanced learning

SaS sessions will
continue to be hosted at Government Institute of Printing
Technology (GIPT), J.J. School of Arts, Mumbai, and SIES
Graduate School of Technology (GST), Nerul, Navi Mumbai,
with support from PrintWeek India. The timing per session is
unchanged too – each session will be between 1500 hrs to
1800 hrs. What has changed, though, are the basic tenets of SaS
registration and participation.
“What we observed in the past that different people attended
different sessions. Thus, they missed out on the opportunity
of gaining insights into print-business as a whole,” says Mr
Kherodawala. Going forward, Members will be able to register
delegates and participants for the whole year ofSaS sessions by
paying in advance. For example, a rate of r1,000/- plus 18% GST
per delegate per session will turn out to be an excellent value at
r10,000/- plus 18% GST for two participants or r15,000/- plus

Sas about the functioning of a compressor, principles of pneumatics, and energy required
to compress the air with this very simple yet playful experiment.
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Prof. Prayagi conducting SaS at SIES, Navi Mumbai

18% GST for three participants for the five sessions through
the year. Also, bear in mind, the walk-ins with spot registration
will be paying twice as much per session at r2,000/- plus 18%
GST, provided the 25-seats per session quota is not full for the
session. So hurry up, decide how many of your team members
you want to nominate for participation, pay for them all up-front
and subscribe to a comprehensive learning experience!
Highlighting the benefit of holistic learning through SaS 2.0,
Mr Kherodawala points out, “By offering sessions for the year
as a package, what we are expecting is ‘committment’ from
the members as our partners for the SaS programme and for
our endeavour to offer all-around knowledge to print industry
professionals.” It is
better that you take
note of the change and
benefit by booking for
the SaS 2.0 in advance,
and block your dates
as per the session-plan
shared below, to ensure
you do not miss out
on the most complete
and in-depth learning
experience offered by
your Association.
If you have any queries
or questions, as usual,
feel free to write to
BMPA at office@bmpa.
org or call at 022 2493
4654.
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Tax and Compliance

Good and Simple
Tax Changes
A panel of consultants helps Print Bulletin from time to time to keep you up-to-date about changes pertaining to
your print business. This time we have updates about the Goods and Services Tax, Companies Act, FEMA, and the
Banking sector.
Goods and Services Tax
Power to issue show cause notice
The Government of India vide Circular No. 31/05/2018-GST
dated February 9, 2018 has clarified the monetary limits up to
which the functions in relation to issue of show cause notices
and orders can be exercised by the proper officers.
Sr. Officer of Central Monetary limit of the amount of tax (including cess) not paid or
No. Tax
short paid or erroneously refunded or input tax credit of respective
taxes wrongly availed or utilised for issuance of show cause
notices and passing of orders under sections 73 and 74 of CGST
Act and section 20 of IGST Act.
Central Tax

Integrated tax

Central tax and integrated tax

1

Superindendent Not exceeding Not exceeding Not exceeding r20 lacs
of Central Tax
r10 lacs
r20 lacs

2

Deputy or
Assistant
Commissioner of
Central Tax

3

Above r10
lacs and not
exceeding r1
crore

Above r20
lacs and not
exceeding r2
crores

Above r20 lacs and not
exceeding r2 crores

Additioanl
Above r1 crore Above r2
Above r2 corers without any
or Joint
without any
crores without limit
Commissioner of limit
any limit
Central Tax

This circular is very important as it sets limits to the powers to
issue SCN. Any breach of these pecuniary limits renders the SCN
‘null and void’ and this cannot be cured but a new SCN alone
must be issued to start the process of demand.

New features added in Form GSTR 3B and other
functionalities made available on the GST Portal
1. Filing of Form GSTR 3B has been made easier and user
friendly with following features:
a) While proceeding to payment you can see details of
balances as available in cash and credit ledgers at one place.
b) Tax liabilities as declared in GSTR 3B along with the credits
gets updated in the ledgers and reflected in the “Tax
payable” column of the payment section and can be seen
while hovering on the said headings of credit in the payment
section.
c) GST system auto-populates “Tax to be paid through ITC”
fields with optimum utilisation amounts based on provisions
of the law relating to credit utilisation. It is just suggestive
and taxpayer may edit the ITC utilisation. In case ITC
utilisation is changed, the cash to be paid also gets changed
accordingly.
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d) If available cash balance in Electronic cash ledger is not
sufficient to offset the liabilities, additional cash required
for paying liability is being displayed in the last column of
the Table (additional cash required). Taxpayers can create
Challan for that amount directly by clicking on the Create
Challan button. Once you make online payment, system will
navigate back to Payments Table. This reduces chances of
payment of tax under wrong head.
e) Click the Make Payment/Post Credit To Ledger button to pay
off the liabilities or to claim credit in case of no liabilities.
f) FAQs and User Manual are provided along with pop ups, to
guide you while filling Form GSTR 3B, at relevant pages.
g) Now, CGST and UGST/SGST need not be filled separately.
Filing either of the taxes fills the other tax field automatically.
h) Assessee can preview or download Form GSTR 3B to verify
saved details in any table(s), anytime by Clicking Preview
Draft GSTR-3B button. This button will download the
draft Summary page of your GSTR-3B for your review. It is
recommended that this Summary page is downloaded and
reviewed for the entries made in different sections, before
proceeding with the payment of taxes.
2. Form ITC 03: Taxpayers who opt to pay tax under Section 10
or where goods or services both supplied becomes wholly
exempt, can declare ITC Reversal/ Payment of tax on inputs
held in stock or in semi-finished goods or in finished goods
and capital goods, in Form GST ITC 03, made available on
GST Portal.
3. Miscellaneous changes: Following changes has also been
done on GST Portal:

Display the GSTIN
As understood, the GST officials are conducting raids on
business premises to check if the GSTIN is visible on a sign
board at the business premises; this is mandatory as per
Rule 18 of CGST Rules 2017. Please get your GSTIN affixed
on signboard and on the front door of the office. Notice can
be issued if the GSTIN is not mentioned on the signboard
and on the front door or entrance gate of the business
premises under Section125 of CGST Act 2017 and the
penalty under this Section can be up to r25,000/-.

PRINTBULLETIN
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a) Before logging onto the GST Portal, taxpayers can search
results of last 10 Returns Transaction Status. The Status
which will be shown as:
• For filed-valid status to be shown as Filed
• For valid but not filed-status to be shown as Not Filed
• A field to enter cess amount paid on exports has been
provided in Table 6A of Form GSTR
• Taxpayers have been provided with facility to give details of
supplies made to merchant exporters at rate of 0.1%, in all
returns.
• In GSTR-1 and GSTR-5, on addition of records (Invoices/
Debit Notes/Credit Notes), an option has been provided to
taxpayer to select a lower tax rate for motor vehicle leasing
businesses, as per Notification No. 37/2017-Central Tax
(Rate), dated October 13, 2017.
• A field for providing “Reason for Issuing Note” was available
in Credit/Debit note table, in Form GSTR 1, which was to
be selected by the Taxpayer, on addition of Credit/Debit
note. This dropdown for providing reason, which was a
mandatory field, has now been removed from Form GSTR 1.

Refund of IGST on Export
Government of India vide Circular No.05/2018-Customs
dated February 23, 2018 has clarified the pre-requisites and
precautions that need to be taken for successful processing of
refund claims which are as follows:
1. Exporters have to file GSTR 3B with taxable value for export
and IGST paid against exports indicated in appropriate fields.
2. Exporters have to file GSTR 1 or Table 6A for the exports
made with correct details such as Invoice number, Taxable
value, IGST paid, Shipping Bill number, Shipping Date, and
Port Code.
3. The aggregate IGST paid amount claimed in GSTR 1 or
Table 6A should not be greater than the IGST paid amount
indicated in Table 3.1(b) of GSTR 3B of the corresponding
month. This check is put in the GSTN system to ensure that
the refund claimed is not more than the IGST paid by the
exporter.
4. The exporters may be advised to use Table 9 of GSTR 1
of the following month to amend the records of previous
month so as to take care of issues mentioned in paras 2
and 3 above. In cases where exporters have already filed
information through Table 9 of GSTR 1, the said information
is being validated by GSTN.
5. The exporters may be advised to track the refund status
and errors pertaining to their shipping bills on the ICEGATE
website. The registration process demo, advisory and the
needed IT configurations are hosted on the ICEGATE website
under the following links.
Registration Demo link: https://www.icegate.gov.in/
Download/New_Registration_Demo_Updated_APPROV
ED.pdf
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The GSTN portal has new added features Image: Screenshot of https://www.gstn.org/

Registration Advisory link: https://www.icegate.gov.in/
Download/v1.2_Advisory_Registration_APPROVED.pdf
Java set up for the DSC upload: https://www.icegate.gov.in/
Download/JavaSetupForDSC.pdf
6. Further, it has been decided to provide an alternative
mechanism to give exporters an opportunity to rectify such
errors committed in the initial stages. This envisages an
officer interface on the Customs EDI System through which
a Customs officer can verify the information furnished in
GSTN and Customs EDI system and sanction refund in
those cases where invoice details provided in GSTR 1/
Table 6A are correct though the said details provided in the
shipping bill were at variance. It is pertinent to mention
that refund claims would be processed only in those cases
where the error code is mentioned as SB005. Further, it
may also be noted that all refunds shall continue to be
credited electronically through the PFMS system, and no
manual payment / cheque will be issued. The procedure for
processing of IGST refund claims in these cases would be as
follows:
a) The exporter shall provide a concordance table indicating
mapping between GST invoices and corresponding Shipping
Bill invoices, as annexed in support of the refund claim to
the designated officer in the Custom house. A scanned copy
of concordance table may also be sent to dedicated email
address of Customs location from where exports took place.
b) Customs EDI system shall display list of all the invoices
pertaining to such SBs vis-a-vis the invoice data received
from GSTN. The officer shall verify the 1) the duly certified
concordance table submitted by the exporter as per
Annexure A indicating mapping between GST invoice and
corresponding Shipping Bill invoice; 2) IGST taxable value
and IGST amount declared in the Shipping Bill; and 3) IGST
details declared in the Shipping Bill should be in proportion
to the goods actually exported.
c) After determining the correct refund amount, the officer
need to enter the same into the Customs EDI system. The
officer has the facility to edit the IGST paid details in case
of short shipment or incorrect calculation by the exporter.
The officer shall complete the verification by accepting or
rejecting or amending the same.
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d) Once all the invoices pertaining to Shipping Bill are verified
by the officer, the system shall calculate the scroll amount
against a shipping bill, after subtracting the drawback
amount for each invoice where applicable, and display the
refund amount to the officer for approval.

In cases , where the disputed credit or blocked credit is higher
than r10 lakhs, the taxpayers shall submit an undertaking to
the jurisdictional officer of the Government of India that such
credit shall not be utilised or has not been availed as transitional
credit, as the case may be.

e) Invoices in any particular GSTR 1 where refund is sanctioned
shall be disabled in the system to prevent refund against
same invoice in future.

TRAN1 being examined through Circular without any due
process being followed. Filing undertaking of abstention from
using such credits are very new methods being adopted by
Revenue.

f) Once refund is sanctioned by the officer, the shipping bills
would be available for generating scroll as per normal
process.
g) In order to ensure smooth operation of the prescribed
procedure, Custom Houses may open a dedicated cell and
e-mail address for the purpose of IGST refund
h) This procedure is available only for Shipping Bills filed till
December 31, 2017.

Non-transition of CENVAT credit in certain cases
Government of India vide Circular No.33/07/2018-GST dated
February 23, 2018 has clarified that transition of CENVAT credit
is not admissible in following cases:

Non-utilisation of disputed credit carried forward
CENVAT credit pertaining to which a show cause notice was
issued under rule 14 of the CENVAT Credit Rules, 2004 that has
been adjudicated and where in the last adjudication order or the
last order-in-appeal, as it existed on July 1, 2017, it was held
that such credit is not admissible, than such CENVAT credit is
not admissible and shall not be utilised by a registered taxable
person to discharge his tax liability under this Act or under
the IGST Act 2017, till the order-in-original or the last orderin-appeal, as the case may be, holding that disputed credit as
inadmissible is in existence, If such disputed credit is utilised, it
shall be recovered from the tax payer, with interest and penalty
as per the provisions of the Act.
It is interesting that recovery of transitional credit is mentioned
when the matter is pending in appeal. On one hand there has
been an amendment in section 35F where on payment of 7.5%
or 10% the remainder of disputed tax will not be recovered
and on the other the same tax albeit disputed, is sought to be
recovered. Tax Payer, at the peril of interest, is welcome to utilize
this tax but CBEC seems to think otherwise.

GST on foreign exchange services
As per the GST law, a person supplying the services of exchange
of foreign currency will charge GST. Supply of foreign currency,
including money changing is an important service related to
exports imports and travel. The service of supply of foreign
currency, including money changing, will get cheaper with
introduction of GST as the shown below:
Value of foreign
currency exchange
(in r/transaction)
Up to r1,00,000 lac
From r1,00,001 to
10,00,000/Above r10,00,000/-

GST rate applicable under rule 32(2)b of CGST
and SGST Rule 2017
1% of the gross amount subject to a minimum
of r250/r1,000 + 0.5% of the gross amount, exceeding
r1,00,000 and up to r10,00,000/r5,000 + 0.10% of the gross amount
exceeding r10,00,000 subject to the maximum
amount of r60,000/-

Determination of value in respect of certain supplies:
The value of supply of services in relation to the purchase or
sale of foreign currency, including money changing, shall be
determined by the supplier of services in the following manner,
namely;
a) For a currency, when exchanged from, or to, Indian Rupees,
the value shall be equal to the difference in the buying rate
or the selling rate, as the case may be, and the Reserve
Bank of India reference rate for that currency at that time,
multiplied by the total units of currency: 1) provided that
in case where the Reserve Bank of India reference rate for
a currency is not available, the value shall be one per cent
of the gross amount of Indian Rupees provided or received

Non-transition of blocked credit
CENVAT credit as is carried forward in the return relating to the
period ending with the day immediately preceding the appointed
day which is not eligible under the Act in terms of sub-section (5)
of section 17 such as telecommunication towers and pipelines laid
outside the factory premises. If blocked credit is carried forward
and credited to the electronic credit ledger in contravention of
section 140 of the Act, it shall not be utilised by a registered
taxable person to discharge his tax liability under this Act or under
the IGST Act, 2017, and shall be recovered from the tax payer with
interest and penalty as per the provisions of the Act.
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Supply of foreign currency, including money changing is an important
service related to exports imports and travel. The service of supply of foreign
currency, including money changing, will get cheaper with introduction of
GST. Image: epSos.de via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 2.0 Generic
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by the person changing the money; 2) provided further that
in case where neither of the currencies exchanged is Indian
Rupees, the value shall be equal to one per cent of the lesser
of the two amounts the personchanging the money would
have received by converting any of the two currencies into
Indian Rupee on that day at the reference rate provided by
the Reserve Bank of India.
b) At the option of the supplier of services, the value in relation
to the supply of foreign currency, including money changing,
shall be deemed to be 1) one per cent of the gross amount
of currency exchanged for an amount up to one lakh rupees,
subject to a minimum amount of two hundred and fifty
rupees; 2) one thousand rupees and half of a per cent of
the gross amount of currency exchanged for an amount
exceeding one lakh rupees and up to ten lakh rupees; and 3)
five thousand and five hundred rupees and one tenth of a
per cent. of the gross amount of currency exchanged for an
amount exceeding ten lakh rupees, subject to a maximum
amount of sixty thousand rupees.
Let us Understand with the help of Example, how to Calculate
Value of Supply.
Amount to
Rate as
converted in per USD

r65,000/r65,000/EUR6,500

RBI reference Value of supply
rate

r65/USD r63/USD
r65/USD Not
available
Not
Not
available available

1,000 x (65-63) = 2,000
1% INR amount =
r650/1% of USD or EUR,
whichever is lower

RBI’s new NPA resolution
The Indian bank regulator, RBI, in a dramatic move has
discontinued the existing programmes for banks to restructure their
defaulted large loans, such as corporate debt restructuring (CDR),
sustainable structuring of stressed assets (S4A), and strategic debt
restructuring (SDR) and made the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code
as the main tool to deal with defaulters. Now the Banks have been
asked to report credit information, including classification of an
account as special mention account (SMA) to central repository
of information on large credits(CRILC) on all borrowers having an
aggregate exposure of r5 crore and above on a weekly basis.

Corporate law compliance
MCA notified the Companies (Accounts) Rules 2014
In exercise of the powers conferred under the Companies Act
2013, the Government of India hereby makes the following rules
to amend the Companies (Accounts) Rules 2014:
1. These rules may be called the Companies (Accounts)
Amendment Rules, 2018. They shall come into force on the
date of their publication in the Official Gazette.
2. In the Companies (Accounts) Rules, 2014 (hereinafter
referred to as the principal rules) in rule 10, the following
proviso shall be inserted: “Provided that the Companies
which are required to comply with Companies (Indian
Accounting Standards) Rules, 2015 shall forward their
statement in Form AOC-3A.”

Applicable tax will be levied on the value of supply. Calculation
of GST Liability Under Rule 32(2)b of CGST and SGST Rule 2017.

Form AOC-3A is abridged financial statement for Ind AS. It has
three following parts:

Gross amount of
GST
currency exchanged

• Abridged Balance Sheet (where in previous 3 years figures
are required to be given in accordance with Ind As) including
abridged statement of changes in Equity.
• Abridged statement of Profit and Loss.
• Abridged Statement of Cash flow.
• Consolidated Financial Statement.
• Auditor report, etc.

r6,500/-

r250 i.e., 1% of 6,500 or r250 whichever is higher

r65,000/-

r650 i.e., 1% of 65,000 or r250 whichever is higher

r6,50,000/-

r3,750 i.e., 1,000 plus 0.5% of 5,50,000/-

r65,00,000/-

r10,000 i.e., 5,000 plus 0.10% of 55,00,000/-

r6,50,00,000/-

r60,000 i.e., 5,000 plus 0.10% of 6,40,00,000
subject to the maximum of r60,000/-

Higher transaction will enjoy lower tax in case of composition
scheme as mentioned above.

Banking update
MSME loans up to r25 crore get more repayment time
In a major relief to the micro, small and medium enterprises
(MSME) sector, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has said GSTregistered MSME borrowers, whose aggregate exposure does
not exceed r25 crore, will get a further 180 day window to
pay their dues if their accounts were standard as on August 31,
2017. This move allowed to banks and non-banking financial
company (NBFC) will be applied for dues between September
2017 and January 2018, and the banks need not be required to
downgrade asset classification of these MSMEs.

Disclaimer: The information shared in this article is personal understanding of the
contributors, and shall not be used as a conclusive material. The content stated/
mentioned here is subject to changes by the respective Government/Authorities
under the applicable laws. The contributors or the BMPA-MMS shall not be liable
for any direct or indirect damages caused to any person acting solely based up the
information shared herein the article. Team Print Bulletin suggests the readers to draw
their conclusions after taking into consideration various other relevant sections, rules
to be notified from time to time and applicable compliance standards, guidance notes
and other notifications and amendments notified from time to time.

Scan the QR Code to download Banking related complete update report.

Scan the QR Code to download Companies Act and
Legal related complete update report.
Scan the QR Code to download FEMA related complete update report.

Scan the QR Code to download GST related complete update report.
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fOr SuCCESS INCrEASE AP
Chief Executive Officer of Parksons Packaging, ramesh Kejriwal accepted the MMS lifetime Achievement Award in
Mumbai at a grand award ceremony that also marked the celebration of the Printers’ day.

Chief Executive Officer of Parksons Packaging, Ramesh Kejriwal accepted the MMS-LTA in Mumbai

On February 24, 2018, Mumbai Mudrak Sangh presented the
Lifetime Achievement Award (MMS-LTA) to a veteran printer and
a visionary packaging business stalwart Ramesh Kejriwal. The
MMS-LTA award ceremoney was hosted at Hotel Sahara Star,
Mumbai, as a part of the day-long celebrations of the Printers’
Day by MMS.
MMS-LTA Chairperson Anand Limaye introduced the Awards
and the LTA-recipient Mr Kejriwal to the audience. “Since
inception of the LTA in the golden jubilee year of MMS, selection
of the award recipient was not easy task. But by far the most
difficult task was to convince the shortlisted candidates to
accept the award,” Mr Limaye added, “from the onset, MMS
conducted the LTA ceremony in two parts: a knowledge-sharing
seminar and the MMS-LTA function. The oratory presentation at
both the sessions is a knowledge treat for the audience.”
Tushar Dhote, President of MMS, in his welcome address
highlighted the need of inspiration that the LTA provides
through knowledge sharing. “Contemporary print is not only
about printing technology of printing equipment, but more
on the value addition in the process to translate your clients’
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ideas into reality, and retain them with you for a long period,”
added Mr Dhote, “I believe, MMS-LTA and MMS Printer’s Day
celebrations provide the industry with an opportunity to honour
and learn from the greatest stalwarts among the industry.”

A lifetime of calculated risk-taking and sharp business
sense
Mr Kejriwal’s journey began in 1972, when he joined the
printing industry as a fresh graduate from the Government
Institute of Printing Technology (GIPT), Mumbai. He joined the
family business, Parksons Printers, starting from the shopfloor.
“I distinctly remember that in 1978, I was entrusted to run
the day-to-day business when the two of our key personnel
parted ways.” Mr Kejriwal said in his speech, “And since, for
over four decades, I have been in the business shouldering the
responsibilities and leading from the front.”
“It wasn’t easy to change tracks and evolve into a packaging
business but we did it because to be successful, you must have
an appetite for risk.” Sharing the success mantra, Mr Kejriwal
said, “I learned the business principles from my father. He taught

PPETITE fOr rISK-TAKING
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me to be fair and square. My teacher taugh me punctuality, the
importance of time. My mother gave me humility and patience. It
is these three principles that are essentially the core of who I am
today.”
Indeed an honest yet very humble self assessment, Mr Kejriwal
is known in the industry for his fair yet bold business practices.
“We have been doing business with Parksons for a very long
time; we are a small vendor to them. And yet, he has been very
just and fair with us.” Ashok Java of C.H. Java & Company or
popularly known, Java Paper, shared a unique experience about
Mr Kejriwal. “In those days the pricing for the paper used to be
fixed when the paper was supplied, not when the order was
placed. If the delivery was delayed, and price fluctuated, the cost
would go up. Once our paper-supply was delayed by a fortnight
and the costs went up. Mr Kejriwal sat me and told me clearly
that it is an unfair practice and he will not support it,” Mr Java
added, “it was this conversation that set the ball rolling and the
pricing strategies for paper by leading manufacturers changed in
those times.”

MMS-LTA Chairperson Anand Limaye introduced the
Awards and the LTA-recipeint Mr Kejriwal

A lifetime of learning and intuitive business decisionmaking
“I learned the details of the trade from many people; my
teachers at GIPT, industry stalwarts, and my family who started
the Parksons. I also got to learn various aspects of business
from external sources; for example when some time in 1971

In the marquee MMS style, Mr Kejriwal and Mrs Kejriwal were first honoured by
Medha Virkar, Immediate Past-President of MMS, by performing tilak and aarti

Tushar Dhote, President of MMS, welcomed the audience at MMS-LTA

government imposed excise duty on playing cards. I was tasked
to workout costing with the newly levied duty,” Mr Kejriwal
unfolded his lifetime of learning in the print industry. However,
he quickly added, “In my business success as much as the
learning has played a crucial role, intuition has had a critical role.
We prepare project reports, viability reports, however, at the
subconscious level, one should be able to grasp and evaluate the
pros and cons of any business decision. That informed decisionmaking is intuition; and that has helped me be ahead of the
curve throughout my business journey so far.”
In his speech, Mr Kejriwal also candidly said, “Luck plays very
important role in any success; things happened at the right time
for me in the business.” Sharing another secret of his success in
business and personal life, Mr Kejriwal said, “between 2010 and
2017, we built a great team. I am proud that a lot of those who
joined us in this phase are with us. I am happy that I have built
a good team, a family that supports my business life. At home
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Yoga-based dance performance by the visually challendged student-dancers from Dr Nisha Thakkar’s institute not only entertained but stunned the
audience with their graceful and elegant moves, impeccable body control, and immense strengh of their dance and their personalities.

my sons, daughter-in-laws, and grandchildren, my
brothers, my wife are all there with me. I can talk
to them looking into their eyes and we bond as a
family. This relationship based on trust and love is
my personal achievement that I am proud of.”

Sharing the success with society
“I will not slow down or stop working after
receiving the lifetime achievement award. I have
pulled myself out of the day-to-day business
decision-making, and now I am focused on giving
On the occasion of the MMS’ Printer’s Day Celebrations, a special commemoration volume
back to the society and my industry,” said
was published at the hands of the dignitaries present for the MMS-LTA Award Ceremony.
Mr Kejriwal in his MMS-LTA acceptance speech. He has taken
keen interest in funding and building a state-of-the-art Industrial
ghosh (chanting of verses from the Vedas). This traditional
Training Institute in his ancestral village in Jhunjunu district,
ceremonious honour is followed by the conferring of the MMSRajasthan. Since the launch of the institute in 2013, many young
LTA at the hands of the Chief Guest Deepak Ghaisas, Chairperson
students from the rural areas of Rajasthan around the institute
and Chief Mentor at GENCOVAL Group.
have been trained in many industrial, vocational skills; they are
MMS’ Honorary Joint Secretary and emcee for the MMS’
now earning a livelihood using these skills.
Printers’ Day celebrations, Mehul Shah thanked the audience
In the marquee MMS style, Mr Kejriwal and Mrs Kejriwal were
and sponsors for the successful organisation of MMS-LTA. The
first honoured by Medha Virkar, Immediate Past-President of
celebrations were supported by TechNova, Corel, Bhoomi World,
MMS, by performing tilak and aarti, and live Vedic mantraamong others.

MMS-LTA Team
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dISruPTIONS ArE THE TruE GAME-CHANGErS
Of ANy INduSTry
Chief Guest for the MMS-lTA Award Ceremony, deepak Ghaisas,
Chairperson and Chief Mentor of GENCOVAl Group spoke about
being visionery and future-oriented business leader.

Deepak Ghaisas, Chairperson and Chief Mentor of GENCOVAL
Group, underlined the importance of “envisioning the business
in the future and understanding the potential of disruption” as
the hallmark of a great visionary business leader, and perhaps,
the need of the hour in the contantly changing and dynamically
evolving contemporary business environment. “Mr Kejriwal has
led his business with a certain vision and moving forward at
the right time, disrupting the market with his innovative ideas,”
added Mr Ghaisas.
As Chairperson, Mr Ghaisas leads strategy development,
visioning and conceptualisation of breakthrough business
models for GENCOVAL. Prior to Gencoval, he was Vice
Chairperson at Oracle Financial Services, and CEO of iFlex India.
His strategic, financial and operational acumen that drove the
company into a true Indian multinational. He is the first Indian
CFO to have been honoured with the prestigious CFO Asia
award.

lead the change or be change
“Established businesses are being changed challenged today
in every industry with innovations, cutting edge technologies,
and disruptions that are more rapidly coming our way than any
time in the history.” Mr Ghaisas said, “Biotechnology
is no more an emerging field. It is very much here to
stay and transform the healthcare worldwide. Research
in this area is already changing our lives by creating
possibilities that will help us live healthy lives, with
never-before medical interventions.” Elaborating on
the possibilities, he underlined the possibility of the
development of human organs from stem cells, or even
more innovative, growing individual-specific organs
from his or her stem cells so that these organs are not
rejected by the body; they will be as good as your own
organs.

We should buy and
encourage our children to
explore the 3D printing
today to be able to innovate
its applications in the future.

existing players to enable them realise the full life-saving and
commercial value and benefits of their business by providing
healthcare expertise, alliance opportunities and venture
management capabilities, principally focused on emerging
markets.

“Printers must also monitor the developments. The basic
principles of printing are being deployed in many other
fields, such as 3D printing.” Mr Ghaisas advised, “we
should buy and encourage our children to explore the
3D printing today to be able to innovate its applications
in the future.”
GENCOVAL is a business enterprise with a distinctive
purpose and approach to generate Companion Value for
players in the healthcare industry. GENCOVAL aspires
to be ‘the Companion’ to healthcare innovators and

24 | MARCH 18

As Chairperson, Mr Ghaisas leads strategy development, visioning and
conceptualisation of breakthrough business models for GENCOVAL.
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dynamic and successful, motivational ‘superpositive’ speaker
Vickrant Mahajan delivered the keynote at the MMS’ Printer’s
day Celebrations.

Vickrant Mahajan, keynote speaker for the day, began his
address by asking the audience if they want success or power.
While most of the audience chose success, a handful said they
wanted power. Mr Mahajan applauded their courage. “It is
important to be power first, because with power, one can be
successful,” he was referring to the inner power or the strength
that motivates and leads the person to success.

Be positive to make life positive
Sharing the secret of perennial strength, Mr Mahajan explained
the significance of being positive. “Positivity in life is conditional.
We feel happy and positive with good sales, good weather,
good hair or good friends. What does happen when things are
not in our favour?” He added, “it is in such times that we need
to be positive, and what I call superpositivity is the attitude that
keeps you positive irrespective of the outside conditions.” He
underlined that the unconditionally positive, or the superpositive
state of mind will help us in life not just be strong and
successful, but spread and share the strength and success to the
people around us.
Sharing the stories from his life journey, Mr Mahajan unfolded
the philosophy behind the movement he has initiated – the
superpositivity movement. “I come from the state of Jammu and
Kashmir. In the news you read about insurgency, directionless
youth, joblessness...everything negative about the state.
I wanted to prove that the
youth here has power, positive
attitude, and all the motivation
needed to be successful. That
is why I chose my state and my
hometown to break all the 20+
Guinness World Records so far.
I wanted to prove to the world
and motivate fellow youth from
the valley that we have all it
takes to be inspirational and
successful in life,” said
Mr Mahajan.

What I call
superpositivity is the
attitude that keeps you
positive irrespective of
the outside conditions.

‘let us enjoy.’ Each letter in this mantra represents a life
value to help people practicing superpositivity to remind the
significance and the importance of that life value. Love, effort,
thankfulness or gratefulness, appreciation (or as he pronunciates
it uppreciation), encouragement, now or living in the moment,
being joyous, and bringing yessness to life are the life-values
everyone must imbibe and practice to lead a truly superpositive,
and thereby, a truly satisfying and a successful life.

let us enjoy
Elaborating on the different
elements of being superpositive,
he shared an easy mantra:
Sharing the stories from his life journey, Mr Mahajan unfolded the philosophy behind
the movement he has initiated – the superpositivity movement.
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I CHOSE My lIfE. lIfE MAdE ME
SuCCESSful.
Sharing the journey of his life, Vasant Vasant limaye,
Chairperson of High Places Management Private limited,
underlined the power of choosing a life of ‘passion’.
Pioneering the trend of outdoor management training in India,
Vasant Limaye, an mountaineer and management guru shared
the story of his life through his speech at the MMS’ Printer’s Day
celebrations. “Until graduation my life choices were based on
what I did not like. I did not like languages so I chose science.
Dislike for biology landed me to the engineering.” He added,
“after graduation, however, I decided to pursue what I liked –
mountaineering and sharing the outdoor experience with others
through educational activities.”
He began trekking and mountaineering in the Sahyadris at a
very young age, and during his college years, he began visiting
the Himalayas. “It wasn’t easy back then. A small passage of
time allowed you to visit the Himalayas for safe mountaineering.
I had to escape in that time to the mountains managing my
education, studies and exams, and later, my job responsibilities.”

It is important to love
what you do and do
it with passion.

An inspiring journey to succes
Recounting the early days of his passion, he said, “Sometime
after the first few years of the job, I decided to shift to
organising camps full time. I began organising vacation camps
for children from Thane and Mumbai to the nearby mountain
ranges in the Sahyadris. Through this I connected with many
children and their parents.” Later, when Mr Limaye decided to
pursue special studies in outdoor education in the UK, it was
this support group that helped him raise a part of his education
fund through small contributions, “way before the days of
crowdsourced campaigns, I raised funds
from individual sponsors and contributors
to fund my education abroad.” Mr
Limaye was the first Indian student to be
admitted for the course in Scotland for the
outbound educators’ programme.

the flagship outdoor-based management development training
facility at the foothills of Tamhini Ghat, about 70 kilometres from
Pune.
Beginning as a ‘camp organizer’ for children to being a
successful outdoor management educator, mapping his
professional journey of over 45 years, Mr Limaye stressed that,
“it is important to love what you do and do it with passion.”

High Places, founded by Vasant Limaye
and two Britishmen, is the pioneer and
leading organisation in the field of
offering outdoor-based management
development programmes to most of the
prime organisations in India. In 1989, the
first outdoor-based training programme in
India was conducted for seven days at the
foot hills of Rajmaachi Fort near Lonavala
in Pune by High Places. Today, High Places
has purpose-developed Garudmaachi,
Vasant Vasant Limaye inspired the gathering at MMS’ Printer’s Day celebrations in February this year.
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I TurNEd My BuSINESS
uPSIdE dOWN
Building on the initial success, the first-generation printer,
Inder Kumar disrupted his company to develop a unique
business model to scale new heights of success.
Inder Kumar Arora, a large-hearted and passionate printer
from Delhi, struck a cord with the audience. As the Founder
Chairperson of Chanakya Mudrak Private Limited, he was one
amongst the many printers present in the audience, and yet
his story was unique and inspiring. “For many years I ran my
business like we all do – the profits never crossed the 5-10%
mark, the setbacks due to non-payments were the biggest risk,
and the business was a tough nut to crack,” Mr Arora confessed
about his rough early days.

Breaking free from the business-as-usual
“While I was scaling up my business, I began to explore
possibilities to do something different that will pull me out of
the problems facing my business and the industry at large. I had
some success by negotiating better with my clients, focusing
more on the profitable clients, however, following my fresh
graduate son’s advise, I began to relook at my business and
turned it upside down.” Taking it farthest to the extreme, “I
slimmed my clientele and declined to work with those clients
who did not give me good returns. I focused on those clients
who valued me. I encouraged innovation within my company
and shared innovative ideas with the clients.”

I run my business on
my terms. I accept orders
with 100% advance
payment. And, I ensure my
clients get the best and interesting solutions,
with an innovative use of technology.

many projects with all types of techniques and paper-based
substrates – from metallic sheets to textured substrates to
Tyvek® paper. With exclusive focus on B2B sector, Chanakya’s
product ranges from business cards to coffee table books, in as
wide a range as Marathon BIBs to Braille calendars.

With this turn-around, Chanakya Mudrak has
become the one-of-a-king, profit-focused print
company in the industry that is largely turnover
driven. “Today I run my business on my terms.
I accept orders with 100% advance payment.
And, I ensure my clients get the best and
interesting solutions, with an innovative use
of technology,” added Mr Arora, “the change
wasn’t easy. It had its own struggles, however,
the success it has made possible makes it all
worth.”
Chanakya Mudrak is a renowned name for
delivering innovative solutions and exceptional
quality to its clients with digital offset
technology. They are the first in the North India
to deploy HP Indigo Digital Offset printing
machines; today they are the most experienced
of the digital offset printers having delivered
Prakash Canser, Honourary Secretary, MMS, felicitated Inder Kumar Arora
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From the inventor of the printing press.
New solutions for printing
professionals time and time again.

At Koenig & Bauer, innovations in
printing have a tradition dating
back 200 years. From banknotes
to high-end packaging. We use
digitalisation for new products
and customised services. And in
doing so make it easier for you
to do business, with greater
performance and higher quality.
This is our commitment from
200 years of partnerships with
the printers of this world.

Indo-Polygraph
Machinery Pvt. Ltd.
New Delhi: T (11) 4068 8200
office@indopolygraph.net
Mumbai: T (22) 2495 4400
ipmo@vsnl.net
koenig-bauer.com

MARCH 18 | 29

PRINTBULLETIN

Learning Curve

Make packaging Braille-friendly
Print Bulletin brings you a series of knowledge-filled, quick-reference articles by K. Panthala Selvan; a UGRA
certified expert and standardisation consultant from the Chennai-based Pressman Academy for Print Education
and Resources.
In the last of the series ‘Make packaging Braille-friendly’,
we learned about graphic and design control of Braille in
pharmaceutical packaging and various standards across the
world. In this article we learn more about various standards,
including different, fonts, forms, and more.

The Marburg Medium Braille Font Standard
There are many specifications for setting Braille type. However,
the PharmaBraille range of Braille fonts comply with the
Marburg Medium Standards, as recommended by European and
North American standards for pharmaceutical packaging and
labels.

The Marburg Medium Braille Standard specifications
are:

Braille cell dimensions
Marburg Medium Braille has been specifically designed for
use on pharmaceutical packaging. There are other standards
that have been created for specific applications. The table
below contains a summary of the different Braille dimensions
used in the major Braille producing countries and for specific
applications. Marburg Medium is the only one recommended for
pharmaceutical packs.
Horizontal
dot to dot

Vertical
dot to
dot

Cell to
cell

Line to
line

Dot
height

American Library of
Congress

2.5

2.5

6.25

10

0.5

American National
Library for the Blind

2.28

2.28

6.09

10.16

0.5

6.1-7.6 10-10.1

0.6-0.9

•

The dot diameter is 1.3-1.6 mm

•

The dot spacing is 2.5 mm from dot centre to dot centre

American Standard
Sign

•

The character spacing is 6.0 mm from dot centre to dot
centre.

Australian Sign

2.292.50

2.292.54

6.006.10

•

The line spacing is 10.0 mm

Californian Sign

2.54

2.54

5.08

ECMA Euro Braille

2.5

2.5

6.0

Electronic Braille

2.4

2.4

6.4

English Interline
(alternate print and
Braille lines)

2.29

2.54

6.00

12.70

0.46

English Interpoint
(Braille on both sides
of the paper)

2.29

2.54

6.00

10.41

0.46

English Giant Dot

3.25

3.25

9.78

17.02

0.81

Enlarged American

2.54

2.54

7.24

12.70

Enhanced Line
Spacing

2.29

2.29

6.1

15.24

Marburg Medium Braille Cell Spacing
The Marburg Medium font standard spacing dimensions in the
female matrix and on the artwork are:

2.3-2.5 2.3-2.5

A) 2.5 mm horizontal dot to dot

French

B) 2.5 mm vertical dot to dot

German

2.5

2.5

C) 6.0 mm from cell to cell

International Building
Standar

2.5

2.5

D) 12.0 mm from cell to cell with a single space in between

2.5-2.6 2.5-2.6

10.1610.41

0.460.53
0.64

10.0

0.5
0.8

>10

0.8-1.0

10.0

≥0.5

6.1-7.6 10-10.1

0.6-0.9

6.0

E) 10.0 mm line spacing

Italian

F) Tolerance is ±0.1 mm

Japanese

2.13

2.37

5.4

13.91

0.5

Jumbo American

2.92

2.92

8.76

12.70

0.53

Korean

2.0

2.0

5.0

6.0

0.6

Latvian

2.5

2.5

5.0

10.0

0.45

Marburg Medium

2.5

2.5

6.0

10.0

Marburg Large

2.7

2.7

6.6

10.8

Braille cell dot height
The Marburg Medium Standard does not specify a Braille
dot height. However the CEN standard for pharmaceutical
packaging refers to a dot height target of 0.20 mm: for
embossed materials the target Braille cell dot height shall be
0.20 mm.
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2.2-2.5 2.2-2.5

0.5

Vertical
dot to
dot

Cell to
cell

Line to
line

Portuguese

2.29

2.54

6.0

10.41

Small English

2.03

2.03

5.38

8.46

2.5

2.5

6.0

10.0

2.34

2.34

6.22

10.16

0.48

2.5

2.5

6.0

10

0.25

Spanish
Standard American
Swedish

Dot
height

0.33

Note: All dimensions in the table are in milimetres.

Why use a Braille font?
Braille characters are three dimensional tactile bumps on a
medium such as paper or board. In order for these bumps to be
represented, viewed, checked and controlled on digital artwork
the designer places appropriately sized and spaced filled circles
on the artwork layout. The circles can be constructed from a
simple grid of dots, but the most efficient method of creating
Braille print artwork is with a Braille font.
Braille font tips
For a Braille font to work effectively on pharmaceutical Braille
artwork:
•

Use the correct font size for the Braille font you are using.
PharmaBraille fonts follow the Marburg Medium Braille
Standard, and therefore, require the font to be sized at 10
mm with the line spacing of 10 mm.

•

Do not set the Braille font as bold as this will distort the
radius of the Braille font dot.

•

Do not italicise a Braille font.

•

When setting uncontracted (Grade 1) Braille, confirm the
correct country-format Braille font is used.

•

When setting contracted (Grade 2) Braille, the text must
first be passed through Braille translation software before
pasting into artwork using the appropriate Braille font.

•

Confirm the Braille is correct with the Braille authority for the
reader country.

Braille font rules
There are many rules governing Braille codes and different
countries use different Braille rules. So, it is important to be
aware of the rules of the country where the Braille will be read.
It is recommended that Braille artwork is proofread by a Braille
professional of the reader country.
Braille font for pharmaceutical artwork
Braille for pharmaceutical artwork is produced using
uncontracted (Grade 1) Braille. In un contracted Braille each
letter or character of the Braille alphabet is represented by a
corresponding Braille character in Grade 1 Braille. So for the
most part it is a simple matter of using an appropriate Braille
font. However, Braille codes change from country to country,

and certain rules must be followed regarding Braille font
indicator characters, such as the number symbol, letter symbol,
and capital letter symbol.

PRINTBULLETIN

Horizontal
dot to dot

The EBU and RNIB have worked with many organisations to
provide a mututally agreed Braille code and set of principles
that can be used in many European countries. The EBU
European Braille Code has been accepted by some European
countries for use on pharmaceutical packaging. For more
information on European Braille Code refer to our European
Braille Guidance.

Free Braille font and Braille tools
Free Unicode Braille Font
PharmaBraille’s free Braille font is a six-dot Unicode encoded
Braille font which complies with the Marburg Medium
Standard’s spacing and size specifications. Follow the
information on the Braille codes pages to ensure you set the
correct Braille characters for your country.
Free Pharmaceutical Braille Font Template
Confirm pharmaceutical packaging conforms to the Marburg
Medium Braille font standard for pharmaceutical packaging with
the free pharmaceutical Braille font template.

The Braille Alphabet

The basic Braille alphabet, Braille numbers, Braille punctuations,
and special symbols characters are constructed from six dots.
These Braille dots are positioned like the figure six on a die, in a
grid of two parallel vertical lines of three dots each. From the six
dots that make up the basic grid, 64 different configurations can
be created. These 64 Braille characters can be seen below in the
Unicode Braille code chart. The Unicode block for six-dot Braille
is U+2800 to U+283F. Visit http://unicode.org/charts/ to know
more about Official Unicode Consortium code charts for many of
the world’s languages.
Braille alphabet, numbers and symbol codes
Each country has its own Braille code and there are some
common codes, such as the Unified English Braille (EBU) Code
and the EBU European Braille Code. There are many common
elements in each country code, but certain important differences
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The letters a-z are common and standard for most braille country tables.

too. The various Braille alphabets, Braille numbers, Braille
punctuation, special symbols, and code tables can be found in
Braille codes. The list of braille codes for various countries is
shared below:
•

Arabic Braille Code

•

Austria Braille Code

•

Belgium Braille Code

•

Bulgaria Braille Code

•

Croatia Braille Code

•

Cyprus Braille Code

•

Czech Republic Braille Code

•

Denmark Braille Code

•

English – Unified English Braille (UEB) Code

•

Estonia Braille Code

•

European Braille (EBU) Code

•

Finland Braille Code

•

France Braille Code

•

Germany Braille Code

•

Greece Braille Codes

•

Hungary Braille Codes

•

Iceland Braille Code

•

Ireland Braille Code

•

Italy Braille Code

•

Latvia Braille Code

•

Lichtenstein Braille Code

•

Lithuania Braille Code

•

Luxembourg Braille Code

•

Malta Braille Code

•

Netherlands Braille Code

•

Norway Braille Code

•

Poland Braille Code

•

Portugal Braille Code & Brazil Braille Code

•

Romania Braille Code

•

Russia Braille Code

•

Slovakia Braille Code

Learn more from PAPER

•

Slovenia Braille Code

•

Spain Braille Code

•

Sweden Braille Code

•

Turkey Braille Code

•

Ukraine Braille Code

•

United Kingdom Braille Code

The knowledge partner for this series of articles is Pressman Academy, a Chennaibased print consultancy with a service centre in Mumbai. Pressman Academy
for Print Education and Resources or PAPER is popular for press calibration,
pressroom standardisation, designing workflow, implementing quality check
process, conducting seminars, conducting on-site teaching sessions for operators
and more. The Academy also maintains a technical WhatsApp group – Print
Quality Techniques. To join the group send a request to
pressmansolutions@gmail.com or WhatsApp to 9962 247 365.

Braille Numbers—Internationally Standardized:
Braille Numbers—Internationally Standardized: Numbers use the same braille

Numbers use
the same
asAthe
letter symbols
characters
as thebraille
alphabetcharacters
letter symbols
to J alphabet
– with the exception
of France.A to J
– with the exception of France.
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A power quality system analyst with over 30 years of industry expertise, Shridhar Visvanathan, Principal
Consultant of Online Systems and the Electronic and Electrical Safety Consultant for BMPA, is here to guide Print
Bulletin readers in efficiently and effectively handling power issues
In the previous article, we learned about the need and the
imporance of eathing in an electrical network, and the different
methods of earthing. In this article, we shall learn more about
the various factors that affect earth’s restivity; it is important
to understand these factors to ensure optimum conditions for
enhanced earthing during different seasons, and at different
times of the day. As a thumb-rule, lower the resitivity of soil,
better the earthing it provides to the electrical systems.

Soil Resistivity
It is the resistance of soil to the passage of electric current.
The earth resistance value of an earthing pit depends on soil
resistivity. It varies from soil to soil. It depends on the physical
composition of the soil, moisture levels, dissolved salts, grain
size and distribution, seasonal variations, current magnitude,
and more such factors.
Soil Condition
Different soil conditions have varied soil resistivity. Soil plays a
critical role in determining the performance of an electrode in
earthing pit. Most of the soils are very poor conductors – thus
have very high resisitivity value – of electricity when they are
completely dry. Soil resistivity is measured in ohm metres or
ohm centimetres. If soil is dry then soil resistivity value will be
very high. If soil resistivity is high, earth resistance of electrode
will also be high. On the other hand, soil with low resistivity is
highly corrosive.
Moisture

Climatic conditions
Increase or decrease of moisture content determines the increase
or decrease of soil resistivity. Therefore, in dry whether resistivity
will be very high and in monsoon months the resistivity will be
low.
Physical composition
Different soil composition gives different average resistivity.
Based on the type of soil, the resistivity of clay soil may be in the
range of 4–150 ohm-metre, whereas for rocky or gravel soils it
may be well above 1,000 ohm-metre.
Location of the earthing pit
The location also contributes to resistivity to a great extent. In a
sloping landscape, or in a land that is made up of soil, or areas
which are hilly, rocky or sandy, water runs off quickly and during
dry weather conditions the water table rapidly drops. In such
situations back fill compound will not be able to attract moisture,
as the soil around the pit would be dry. The earth pits located in
such areas must be watered at frequent intervals, particularly
during dry weather conditions to maintain optimium resistivity.
Though back fill compound retains moisture under normal
conditions, it gives off moisture during dry weather to the dry
soil around the electrode, and in the process loses moisture over
a period of time. Therefore, choose a site that is naturally not
drained quickly, like slopes.
Effect of grain size and its distribution

Grain size, its distribution and closeness of packing are also
Conduction of electricity in soil is through water, therefore,
contributory factors, since they control the manner in which the
moisture content in soil has a great influence on resistivity
moisture is held in the soil.
value of the soil. The resistivity of soil can be determined by the
Effect of seasonal variation on soil resistivity
quantity of water held by the soil and resistivity of the water
itself. The resistance of soil drops quickly to a more or less
Increase or decrease of moisture content in soil determines
steady minimum value at about 15% moisture in the soil, and
decrease or increase of soil resistivity. Thus, in dry weather
any further increase of moisture levels in soil have little effect on
resistivity will be very high and during rainy season the resistivity
soil resistivity. At many locations water table goes down in dry
will be low.
weather conditions, therefore, it is essential to pour water in and
Effect of current magnitude
around the earth pit to maintain moisture in
Treatments
for
minimising
earth
dry weather conditions.
Soil resistivity in the vicinity of ground
resistance
electrode may be affected by current flowing
Dissolved salts
• Tighten the joints and remove any
from the electrode into the surrounding soil.
Pure water is poor conductor of electricity.
oxidation on the joints
The thermal characteristics and the moisture
Resistivity of soil depends on resistivity
• Pour sufficient water in the soil
content of the soil will determine if the current
of water, which, in turn depends on the
around the earth electrode
of a given magnitude and the duration will
amount and nature of salts dissolved in it. A • Use bigger sized earth electrode
cause significant drying, and thereby increase
small quantity of salts in water reduces soil • Electrode should be connected in
the effect of soil resistivity.
resistivity by 80%. The common salt is most
parallel
Area available
effective in improving conductivity of soil
• Earth pit of more depth, width, and
but it also corrodes metal, therefore, its use
Single electrode rod or strip or plate will not
breadth
is discouraged.
achieve the desired resistance alone. If more
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Amount of salt and charcoal (more
than 8 kg)
To reduce soil resistivity, it is necessary
to dissolve the moisture particles in
the soil. Some substance like salt or
charcoal is highly conductive in water
solution. However, these additive
substances would reduce the resistivity
of the soil, only when they are
dissolved in the moisture in the soil;
any additional quantity then does not
serve any purpose.

Megger four-terminal earth
resisitance meter. Image:
http://www.test4less.co.uk

number of electrodes could be installed and interconnected the
desired resistance could be achieved. The distance between
the electrodes must be equal to the driven depth to avoid
overlapping of area of influence. Each electrode, therefore, must
be outside the resistance area of the other. If the earth pits are
close to each other, the resistance value will be high.
Obstructions
The soil may look good on the surface, but there may be
obstructions a few feet below the surface, virgin rock, for
example; in such a case resistivity will be adversely affected.
Concrete structures closer to the pits also play the role of
obstructions, adversely affecting resistivity.

Measuring earth resistance with earth tester
For measuring soil resistivity, earth tester is used; it is also
known as Megger after the manufacturer of such meters. It
has a voltage source, a meter to measure resistance in ohms,
switches to change the settings. A three-point or a four-point
method is used to measure soil resistivity.

GI earthing vs copper earthing
•

The resistivity of the soil and the physical dimensions of the
electrode play an important role of resistance of rod with the
earth.

•

The material resistivity is not considered important in earth
resistivity.

•

Any material of given dimensions would offer the same
resistance to earth, except the size and the number of the
earthing conductors or the protective conductors.

Pipe earthing vs plate earthing
As per IS 3043 pipe, rod or strip has a much lower resistance
than a plate of equal surface area.

About five per cent moisture in salt
reduces earth resistivity rapidly and
further any increase in salt content
will have a very little effect on soil
resistivity.
The salt content is expressed in per cent
by weight of the moisture content in
the soil. Considering one cubic metre of soil (weight of a cubic
metre of soil is ~1,140 kg), with moisture content of 10% will
have about 144 kg of moisture by weight. The salt content at
5% of the 144 kg moisture will about 7.2 kg. In a one cubic
metre pit, any additional amount of salt over ~7.2 kg will not
have much effect in reducing the resitivity of soil.

Amount of water pouring
Moisture content is one of the controlling factors of earth
resistivity. Above 20% of moisture content, the resistivity is very
little affected. But below 20%, the resistivity increases rapidly
with the decrease in moisture content. Lower the moisture
content, higher the soil restivity.
If the moisture content is already above 20% there is no point
in adding water into the earth pit, except perhaps, wasting an
important and scarce national resource!

Length vs diameter of earth electrode
Apart from considerations of mechanical strength, there is little
advantage to be gained from increasing the earth electrode
diameter for increasing the surface area in contact with the soil.
The usual practice is to select a diameter of earth electrode that
will have enough strength to enable it to be driven into the
particular soil without bending or splitting. A larger diameter
electrode may be more difficult to drive than smaller diameter
electrode.
The depth to which an earth electrode is driven has much more
influence on its electrical resistance characteristics than has its
diameter.

Notes: Author Shridhar V. wants to acknowledge that the inputs
were first published in Electrical Notes and Articles. Product
images use in the article are for representation only; they should
not be considered as recommendations.
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Vishful Thinking
In this column, our industry veteran Vishwanath Shetty of The PrintWorks presents us his
tongue-in-cheek view of the recent political news.

Deal between the two dealers!

Rajnikanth; despite sharing the dias with Rajinikanth through
all the political launch efforts! Later Mr Haasan declared that
Political arch rivals for years, Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)he would not associate with the saffron (meaning BJP), clearly
supremo Mayavati and Samajwadi Party (SP) President Akhilesh
indicating that he would go solo in Tamil Nadu. How can the
celluloid heros
play second
fiddle to anyone?
The 63-year-old
hero repeatedly
stressed on the
need for a change
while launching
his political party
Makkal Needhi
Maiam (People’s
Justice Centre)
on Wednesday,
February 22,
2018. He also
boasted of a flag
and a symbol
consisting
six hands
representing
“Achhe din on cards for Congress. Rahul is maturing.” – Sharad Pawar in an interview to Raj Thackeray. Image: YouTube
the six south
Indian states, with
a six-point-star
Yadav joined hands to fight the mighty Bharatiya Janata Party
representing the truth. You may be pleased to know he believes
(BJP) in the recent bypolls in two assembly constituancies in
in no ‘isms’. At the launch of the Makkal Needhi Maiam none
Uttra
Pradesh.
You
are
friends
if
you
have
a
common
enemy;
other than Arvind Kejdiwal was one of the invitees; Rajinikanth
Kamal Hasan at book launch by Archistat_CC4_0
the saying and the rule applies to this alliance. BJP attacked
was seen nowhere. Vishful indeed are these neo-politicians who
Mayavati for striking a deal with SP in the bypolls in a quid-proalso change their colours and nurture their ambitions without
quo to send BSP candidate – read Mayawati – to Rajya Sabha.
giving it any colour.
We have witnessed the bitterness between BSP and SP; now is
‘Achhe Din’ on cards for Congress. Rahul is maturing.
it going to be a bitter pill, coated with sugar to relieve the pain?
Surely the two parties are vishful that it will work in their favour.
These are the words of a veteran Congressman and the senior
Aren’t they vishful that such an understanding will last long?
political leaders of India, who has been in and out of the Indian
Surely in the meanwhile Mayawati will be a made a Rajya Sabha
National Cogress (Congress) before breaking away for some
member.
time from the former Prime Minister of India and Cogress Chief,
Indira Gandhi. I am talking about Nationalist Congress Party
Change of colours without giving any colours to
(NCP)-chief, Sharad Pawar. On February 22, he was replying to
political ambitions
a barrage of questions by the Maharashtra Navanirman SenaI wrote about Kamal Haasan earlier, predicting that he may
chief Raj Thackeray in a public interview. Lauding Narendra Modi
choose to trade his own path, and not join hands with
for being a hardworking Prime Minister, Mr Pawar said, “Acche
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din are on the cards for the Congress, as
the party chief Rahul Gandhi is showing
signs of learning and understanding the
issues of the nation.” Is that a vishful
admission by Mr Pawar that Rahul Gandhi
doesn’t understand the national issues
or an attempt to opening the avenues
of yet another political marriage of
convenience?

Seeking divine intervention in
Politics
During the 84th Plenary of Indian
National Congress concluded on March
18, Rahul Gandhi likened the general
elections in 2019 to the great epic
battle of Mahabharata. He admitted and confessed, “in the
last few years, of the our government, we did not stand up to
the expectations of the people.They felt let down by us.” He
added, comparing the BJP to the Kauravas, “Congress will
fight back like the Pandavas.” Kauravas were powerful, well
organised, but arrogant. They had the money and the numbers
on their side. The Pandavas, five brothers, were humble, who
had lost everything. Rahul Gandhi reiterated, “like the Pandavas,
Congress is designed to fight for the truth.” The last ditch effort
by the Congress leader to get a foothold in the losing battle,
vishfully he did not find Sri Krishna in Mahabharata. Or for that
matter, the right advisor in Congress to play Sri Krishna for him!

lingayats – a minority religious party!
All major news channels reported on March 19 about the
Government of Karnataka, led by Chief Minister Siddaramaiah,

Rahul Gandhi likened the general elections in 2019 to the great
epic battle of Mahabharata. Image: indianexpress.com

sanctioning a minority status to the Lingayats. A religious subgroup of Hindus following and believing in Lord Shiva, they form
about 18% of the votes in the state. The governemt sanctioned
the minority status to Lingayats under the religious community
status, breaking them away from the Veera Shaivas. Upcoming
state assembly elections seems to be the only motive behind the
move. Lingayats have supported the BJP so far, and the veteran
BJP-leader in Karnataka, Yediyurappa, hails from the same
community. Playing the cards of religion is a priority for every
party to garner votes, but breaking a religious community into
smaller fragments to give them the benefit of minority is certainly
an unwelcome move. Vishful indeed is the Congress-government
in Karnataka to retain power by taking the BJP CM-prospect
Yediurappa’s clan into their fold; vishfully vicious indeed!

Will the smoke control the smog?
The mainstream media is filled with news
and debate about the proposed nine-day-long
Mahayagya by some 350 brahmins from Varanasi,
camping in Meerat, to perform the yagya. They
will sacrifice over 500 quintals of mango wood,
hundreds of kilos of cow ghee and milk, cereals
and grains will fuel the mahayagya and the prayers
to contol air pollution. The belief stems from the
Upanishads that yagya purifies air. Vishful indeed
are the religious leaders of Ayutchandi Mahayagya
Samiti, ignoring the scientific truth and facts behind
burning such large quantities of wood, ghee and
milk. Political backing for the same is still not very
clear. The question is will the smoke clear the smog?
At the launch of the Makkal Needhi Maiam none other than Arvind Kejdiwal was
one of the invitees; Rajinikanth was seen nowhere. Image: indianexpress.com
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